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The LIASA office consistently receives calls from customers and lift ser-
vice provider companies requesting the gazetted instruction that any 
Annex ‘B’ non-compliance must be rectified within 60 days, failing 
which that certificate expires. We hereby attach the irrevocable proof 
from DoL to the Industry! 
 

A formal communication from DoL’s Mr Hlaks Monyaki to SABS 
and the Lift Industry dated 2nd April 2014  clearly states … 
 

“We propose the following amendments (to be added to SANS 
1545-1:2014 Annex B) … Add on Clause 5.2 in the above An-
nexure B a sentence stating that items that are not rectified 
within 60 days must be reported to the Department of Labour.  
Items listed in 5.2 not rectified within 60 days renders this re-
port invalid.” 
                                                                                                                                                         Signed MT Monyaki 

                                                                                                                                             (012) 309-4394 

 May 2017                                                                                                                                                      Journal No. 117 
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60-DAY  ANNEX ‘B’  NON-COMPLIANCE  CORRECTION 

 Recognised Voluntary Association in terms of Section 36(1) of the Engineering Professions Act 

Educom fulfils a requirement for Continued Professional Development as specified in the Act No.46 of 2000  

 

LIASA Meetings 2017  
 

 LIASA General  -  Wed 7th June 

 LIASA General  -  Wed 2nd August 

 LIASA AGM -  Wed 11th October 

 All meetings to take place at 

Jeppe Quondam @ 09:00 unless 

advised to the contrary.  

 

Without a past history ... 

You cannot have a future! 

Wind-turbines photographed 

early morning last week near 

Noupoort, on return from East-

Cape inspections. 



 

 

INAUGURAL  LISPSA 

MEETING 

12th April 2017 
 

We regret to advise that the 

inaugural meeting held at 

Jeppe Quondam did not mate-

rialise, simply because the AIA 

steakholders just did not turn 

up. Most of the AIA’s approa-

ched, were very confident of 

establishing such a repre-

sentative body, yet only 3 

turned up for the meeting. 
 

The main motivation for such a 

representative association, 

was the latest OHSAct amend-

ments which now require lifts 

to be inspected by SANAS 

accredited and DoL exempted 

AIA’s, with the former RLI’s 

now falling away for all practi-

cal purposes. 
 

RLI’s are still required to regis-

ter as lift inspectors through 

ECSA, thus being a regulated 

promotionary route. RLI’s may 

in fact subcontract to AIA’s, 

but are forced through the 

SANAS accreditation require-

ments, to be compliant in eve-

ry respect as the AIA to whom 

these RLI’s sub-contract. 
 

The RLI’s have metamor-

phosed into AIA’s, whom in 

turn semantically change to 

LISP’s. The OHSAct amend-

ment clearly defines “Lift In-

spection Service Provid-

er” (LISP). 
 

It is lamentable that the current 

school of LISP’s in general, 

appear not to be bothered to 

take charge of their livelihood 

and their future.   
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MOTIVATIONAL DISCOUNT TO  
JOIN VA’s  -  FORFEITED 

 

Registered persons in whatever ECSA reg-
istration cadre, should by now have re-
ceived a formal communication along with 
their 2017/8 subscription invoice from 
ECSA. With immediate affect, the financial 
discount enjoyed by voluntary Associa-
tions (VA’s) for the past few decades, falls 
away, a sincere blow for the older RLI 
members endeavouring to sustain a living. 
 

RLI’s belonging to LIASA, have until now 
received an annual discount on their ECSA 
subscriptions of approximately R800, as a 
motivation to voluntarily join a profession-
al association such as LIASA, SAIEE and 
SAIME, who look after their CPD require-
ments. 
 

This implies that RLI’s will from 1st April 
2017 pay an annual ECSA subscription of 
R3072, a 34,03 increase over last year’s 
R2292.  
 

This is a further blow to LISP’s (AIA’s), who 
already pay a hefty toll for the SANAS ac-
creditation benefit that we receive.  
Zingisle Ntsaluba, ECSA’s Executive of Fi-
nancial Services,  motivates the reduction 
of the VA fees discount to pay for their 
new ECSA strategic objectives. 
 

What knocked us for six, is that ECSA 
claims in their communication, of organiz-
ing several extensive road-shows all 
around the country during which …”the 
changes proposed to ECSA stakeholders 
were discussed at length. This platform 
provided ECSA’s stakeholders with an 
opportunity to give feedback, thoughts 
and inputs … 
 

In addition, the stakeholders used the 
opportunity to meet ECSA’s CEO and his 
Executive staff, and to raise concerns, 
make suggetsions, criticize and even com-
mend ECSA on a myriad issues related to 
ECSA’s mandate. The value drived from 
these road shows need no over-
emphasis.” 

From these road shows ECSA anticipate … 

 Reviewing the Engineering Profession 
Act ... 

 Completing the outcomes of the VA 
public consultation process … 

 Establish a national footprint 
through satellite offices / contact 
centres … 

 Develop procedures to endorse and 
validate the engineering academies. 

 

We categorically advise our LIASA mem-
bers that the first we heard of these road 
shows and communications, was in the 
formal letter just received. As registered 
office of the LIASA VA, Bonnie was not 
once approached or received any infor-
mation to these ‘stakeholder negotia-
tions’. Typical of our government, we ap-
pear to have been bypassed, the decisions 
made and the results cascaded down to us 
as a fait accompli. 
 

Our LIASA immediate past chairman, San-
jeev Singh, still retains his appointment as 
Chairman of LIRC, the Lift Inspectors Reg-
istration Committee. So close to the coal-
face, we would have heard of these im-
pending road shows from Sanjeev and 
given our inputs. This after all, is a matter 
of principle to every registered person! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

Anthony Lombard 
Registered Lift Inspector 

 

We regret to advise the un-
timely passing of Anthony 
Lombard in a fatal motor-
cycle accident. Regretfully 
it was too late to obtain a 
photo and further details. 
 

Our sincere condolences 
go to his wife Dee and the 
Lombard family. Anthony 
will be sorely missed by 
the Lift Industry. 
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MODERN  WESTERN  CHRONOLOGY  OF  TIME 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALT at Sutherland 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our recent visit to SALT (South Africa’s Largest Tele-

scope) in Sutherland, was a most gratifying scientific eye 

opener. One’s own insignificance becomes so defined at 

the microscopic size of our universe in relation to the 

intergalactic heavens. Discussions there, is in light-year 

terminology, which gets one thinking about our time-

scales today, where our wrist watch seems to govern 

our lives. 
 

Historic Background 
 

Visits to Wikipedia and Google quickly exposes the 

chronological history of our modern calendar. Going 

back to the Armenian era circa 550 AD,  reflecting the 

separation of the Armenian Apostolic Church from the 

Roman and Greek Orthodox churches. The Armenians 

followed the ancient calendar of the Egyptians, with 

their ecclesiastical year beginning 11th of August, which 

was identical to the Julian year, where every fourth year 

consists of 366 days so that Easter and other Christian 

festivities are retained at the same place in the annual 

seasons. 
 

This calendar was followed by the Roman Empire for 

several centuries before the adoption of the Christian 

era. They differed only in the commencement of the 

year  -  The Constantinopolitan indiction, along with the 

Greek year, commenced on the 24th September. This 

incidentally, was widely followed by the Eastern Em-

pires of China and Mongolia at that time.  
 

The newer Roman or ‘Pontifical Indiction’ began on the 

25th December with the birth of Christ. It was then 

aligned to 1st January to dovetail into the scientific cal-

endar year as we know it today. 
 

In 1583,  “De Emendatione Temporum” written by 

Joseph Sealiger, is widely recognised as laying the foun-

dation for modern chronological science. In 1875 the 

‘Handbook of Rules and Tables for verifying dates’ 

was issued, which principles still apply today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A SALT photo of the ‘Milky Way’ as we see it 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glowing gasses from a dying star 3000 light years away. The 

speed of light is 186 000 miles/sec or 299 792 km/sec. The 

light from the above dying star, left that galaxy at almost  

300 000km/s, 3000 light years away, to reach SALT on the 

18th April 2017. How insignificantly far is this by our reckon-

ing. That is exactly how I felt when taking this photo at SALT. 

It is too much for my brain to even try to think HOW FAR THAT 

is … and its only a fraction of the whole universe. Incidentally, 

the skies are so clear at Sutherland at night that you actually 

stretch your arm out as if to touch the stars. 
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  FROM  WILLEM  DU  TOIT’S  DESK 

“Tell me and I’ll forget; 

Show me and I may re-

member; 

But involve me and I am 

sure to understand”. 
                                   Chinese Proverb 

Bunch of Keys 
 

The bunch of keys that some local 

reps carry around and even the bunch 

that I must carry around should not be 

necessary. Just like there is now one 

standard triangle dislocking key, we 

should have common keys for ma-

chinery rooms and to start escalators, 

and so on. 
 

It still amazes me that there are lift ser

-vice providers, or rather their me-

chanics, telling the users who are the 

owners of the buildings and the lifts ... 

that they cannot have a key to their 

own machinery rooms. 

 

Escalator Anti-climb 
 

The purpose of the anti-climb on the 

outside of the escalators is to prevent 

children from climbing up the escala-

tor on the outside. It is NOT an anti-

slide or barricade or anything else  -  It 

is an anti-climb and must be installed 

1m above the floor level at the lower 

end of the escalator. 
 

To install it at the top of an escalator 

demonstrates absolute ignorance of 

the SANS standard and requirement 

or the purpose of the device. 

 

Landing Door Hinges 
 

This is one area of lift maintenance 

where I will never understand the ar-

guments of lift service providers when 

they tell the user that the landing door 

hinges are NOT included in their full 

comprehensive maintenance agree-

ment. 
 

In my opinion landing door hinges are 

exactly the same vital safety compo-

nents as the sliding door hanger roll-

ers, which are included in the mainte-

nance agreement. We all have seen 

at some point in time how pathetically 

hinges were repaired by adding wash-

ers. Now we go even a step further 

and fix it with pieces of wire.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Seen opposite, this now is really a 

quick fix, because you do not even 

have to remove the hinge to do this 

disgraceful fix. Hopefully they do not 

call it a repair. 
 

Telling the users that you cannot get 

these hinges anymore because they 

are obsolete, is also a lot of non-

sense. The exact hinge may not be 

available, but there are blank hinges 

available into which a person can drill 

his own fixing holes to suite. 
 

Hinges are safety components. Worn 

hinges can cause the doors to sag 

enough for some types of locks to fail 

mechanically with a hard pull on the 

door handle.  

Lift  ‘Over-Balance’ 
 

Most technical persons know that 

a lift is designed and manufactured 

to ‘fall up’. To this end the coun-

terweight (Cwt) is designed to take 

150% of the registered rated load 

of that lift. The Cwt’s at commis-

sioning stage are therefor balanced 

exactly, and then between 45 and 

50% additional weights added. 

Stop brackets are then fitted so 

that these blocks cannot fall out. 
 

Should more than the additional 

50% now be stolen out, the lift 

should still run safely with 2 or 3 

passengers, but if say  8 persons 

get in, the lift can overspeed 

‘down’ until the over-speed safety-

gear is operated. The critical dan-

ger to passengers can therefore 

not be over-stressed. 
 

We have over the past few years 

experience spare-parts theft on 

certain installations, resulting in 

cameras being fitted in the shafts. 

Does this now have to become a 

standard in South Africa?     (Editor) 
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SPATE  OF  COUNTERWEIGHT  BLOCK  THEFTS … FOR  SCRAP 
 

What we thought in March to be a once-off occurrence, is now apparently manifesting on a national basis. Most per-

turbing is the fact that these blocks on the older installations, weigh a standard 75 & 212kg. The thieves therefore 

have to be at least three; need to obtain access to the lift shaft; need to drive the car top level with the counter-

weight; unbolt the stop-brackets; and remove the blocks one-by-one; then drive the lift to the 2nd lowest floor so 

that the blocks can be removed and carried to a commercial vehicle … and nobody saw them? (security cameras?)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Note the original tufflon spacers have already disinte-

grated, hence the door dropping lower by <2mm.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What a poor repair job, and then the LISP (AIA) is expec-

ted by the service provider to pass the lift fit for use  -  

Absolutely a Heath Robinson repair  -  not worthy 

 of the title ‘Lift Mechanic’ (Editor) 
 

I once investigated an accident in Pretoria where a 

teenage girl pulled the ground floor door at a block of 

flats open … and fell onto the car buffer with very seri-

ous injuries. 
 

The landing door hinges were excessively worn (like 

these shown above), which cause the door to sag and 

created lock problems on the ground floor. The route 

service mechanic just bent the lock contacts down-

wards to overcome the ongoing lock faults. The con-

tacts were in fact bent so much that they pressed 

(instead of rubbing) on the bridge piece, which is 

mounted on the landing door beak, keeping the lock 

beak from engaging with the beak on the door. The 

contacts however closed the lock electrical circuit … 

allowing the lift to move from the ground floor ... with-

out the door being mechanically locked. 
 

HE FIXED THE SYMPTOM … 

 AND NOT THE CAUSE!!! 

 

6-MONTHLY REGULATORY 

ROPE INSPECTION 
 

RLI’s complain regularly that the 

most recurring regulatory non-

compliance is the inspection and 

correct logging of results on every 

6-monthly rope inspection. A sub-

stantial proportion of servicemen 

also do not know HOW to report 

their findings. One report from a 

major multi-national last week 

stated “Ropes OK”. This photo 

borrowed from Geoff Hayward of 

the UK Allianz (lift) inspector’s 

April newsletter, is a case in point. 

Seems that they have the same 

problem. This rope was adjudged 

‘moderate wear’, when in fact one 

whole strand is about to break 

through! 
 

Another regulatory inspection report completely ig-

nored by the RSA lift service providers, is the new 

(September 2010) requirement for the car and coun-

terweight buffers to be checked annually by actually 

buffering the Car and Cwt to ensure that the buffer can 

carry the load … but also that the opposite ended 

Car and Cwt stop clear of the shaft-head, without 

any damage to these lift components! 
 

Finally, the annual safety tests. We wonder if 50% of 

service providers carry out this critical requirement … 

and then record it properly? 



 

 

 

This most disturbing generic 

newsletter has been distribut-

ed by Schindler Bloemfontein 

to lift Owners/Users  -  Worst 

of all is the fact that it now af-

fects lifts on a national basis. 
 

LISP Brandon Brown of East-

ern Cape has experienced this 

first-hand, where blocks were 

stolen over-night from a lift 

that was fully operational and 

which he had just inspected, 

causing the lift to mal-

function. Fortunately nobody 

was injured. DoL is investigat-

ing this most dangerous theft. 

A charge of theft has been laid 

with the local SAP, making 

this a Criminal Law charge. 
(Schindler notice cropped to fit  -  Ed.) 
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1.   Retirement Home Fatality:  The operators of one of Brit-

ain’s most iconic stately homes have been sentenced after a 

domestic servant was crushed to death by a lift. Arthur Mellar, 

48, a butler at Burghley House in Stamford, was killed when a 

luggage lift descended on him while he was trying to free an 

item of luggage which had become stuck.  We recall at least 4 

similar fatalities in South Africa over the past 2 decades, 

where the person clearing the ‘stuck’ lift, is not aware of the 

consequences when it becomes unstuck! 
 

2.   Collapse of Hotel Lift in Waterford:  Ellickson Engineering, 

based in Waterford, has been convicted and fined by a jury at 

the Circuit Criminal Court in Tralee, Co Kerry of a breach of 

Health and Safety Regulations, following the collapse of a lift 

at a hotel in Killarney.  We have no more detail at this point. 
 

3. The 2 photos (below & right) from Geoff Hayward of UK Alli-

anz, are excerpts from the Engineering brochure of Cornhill, is-

sued following the introduction of the ‘1937 Factories Act’ in the 

UK. Few people are aware that this Act was then adopted by the 

then Union of South Africa as our own ’Factories Act of 1942’. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Both these photos were meant to illustrate the incorpo-
ration of lifts and escalators into the ‘Factories Act of 
1937’ (UK). Of specific note is the photo above, from a 
department store where every lift had to be operated by 
an appointed person, for the safety of the public users. 
Remember the old manual crank-handle which was a 
stop-and-go hand control? Exactly the same was 
adapted  in South Africa, still used as recently as the 
late 1960’s. After all, many of our lifts in those days 
were imported from the UK, with some of these Express 
Lifts still running in the RSA today (see March Educom). 
 

The three gearless DC machines seen left, were proba-
bly from Express Lifts, very close to the Otis equipment. 
Built of British Sheffield steel, they were built to last and 
were considered the Rolls Royce of lift equipment in the 
pre-war and war years. 

UK  -  SERIOUS  &  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 

A family is like a forest … when you are outside it seems 

extremely dense … but when you are inside you see that 

each tree has its place.                                     African Proverb 

STOLEN COUNTERWEIGHT BLOCKS IN BUILDINGS 



 

 

 
EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Educom’s contact logistics, where you speak to … 

The Editor  -  Bonnie Peden  
 

Office: (011) 907-0133 
Te lefax: (011) 907-0131                  

E-mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 
 

                             PO Box 531,  Alberton,  1450 
 

Please forward us your newsworthy articles and photos for dis-
sémination to all our colleagues around the RSA. 
 

Articles contributed to Educom are evaluated by ECSA as CPD, 
assisting you to achieve your minimum 5 points per year, avera-
ged out over 5-year rolling periods. Remember that … 

 

« Ignorance of FACT is NO excuse  
for any stated non-compliance » 

 

« Liberty means responsibility  -   
That is why most men dread it » 

 

                                                              George Bernard Shaw 
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We are on the Web  -  go to … 
 www.iliasa.org.za 

The web is maintained by LIASA immediate past Chairman 
Sanjeev Singh for the members’ benefit 

LIASA in 1995, to qualify for ECSA (Engineering Council) recognition 
as a ‘Voluntary Association’ (VA  -  Article 21 Association), formal 
Articles of Association were required, along with a formalized membership 
structure. These were drawn up by founder members Dr Theo Kleinhans 
and Steve le Roux. Steve was elected as Chairman of the National Execu-
tive Committee in Gauteng, with Theo as Executive Secretary-Treasurer; 
Mike Russell as Regional Chairman Western Cape and Graham Mould 
as Regional Chairman Eastern Cape. Natal and the Free State were va-
cant at that time.   
 
 

LIASA CONTACT DETAILS 
  

Bonnie Peden  -  National Executive Secretary 

Office: (011) 907-0133     Telefax: (011) 907-0131 

E-Mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 

Website: www.iliasa.org.za 

PO Box 531,  Alberton,  1450 

 

ANNEX  ‘B’  NON-COMPLIANCES 
ISSUE AFTER THE 60-DAY INSPECTION 

 

One of our most senior LISP’s has just been taken 
to task in an inquiry by an independent ‘Laws & 
Regulations Expert’ acting on behalf of the User, for 
removing non-compliances from his Annex ‘B’ com-
prehensive report following his 60-day re-inspection 
for compliance; i.e. Issuing a zero-defect report after 
the service provider had rectified the non-
compliances. 
 

Murphy’s Law visited this installation in that shortly 
after the follow-up inspection and issuing of the zero
-defect annexure, the lift failed, falling the full length 
of the shaft and damaging the lift car beyond repair. 
Fortunately the lift (rack and pinion) was not occu-
pied. The expert attending to the regulatory inquiry, 
took the LISP to task as the annexure on site was 
zero-defect! The lift service provider had only dis-
played this zero-defect annexure and not the previ-
ous annexure listing the non-compliances … which 
has become the latest general practice in our SA 
Lift Industry. 
 

WHAT NOW?  
 

As this happened the beginning of the month, the 
wheels of justice still have to grind on to resolve the 
accident and its causative factors. Moral of the story 
… this LISP did exactly what DoL HQ and our 
communications’ system has advised us to do! 
It would now be interesting to hear how the Pro-
vincial DoL resolves this one! 

 

ANNEX ‘B’ 60-DAY FOLLOW-UP  INSPEC-
TION  -  REVIEW BY SANAS 

 

At our  annual review in March, SANAS made a spe-
cific point of auditing the regularity and regulatory 
compliance of our AIA System. As it was not 100% lock
-tight, we had the review logged as a ‘finding’ which 
had to be rectified within two weeks. A revised sys-
tem of follow-up scheduling, actual inspection, re-
cording of the results, notification to the owner had 
to be put in place, with communication and training to 
our associates not at the review. 
 

Our proposals submitted to SANAS had to be assessed 
by the Review Team and sanctioned by the SANAS 
review board. We then received an acceptance notifi-
cation for this (and other) findings corrective action. 
This is how important SANAS classify the accredited 
AIA’s and the quality of each AIA’s inspection sys-
tem! 
 

The above is obviously based on the latest regulations 
and standards … so this latest action of an ‘externa 
expert’ querying the LISP issuing a final zero-defect 
Annex ‘B’ with the non-compliances removed, has 
created a dichotomy which DoL will have to investi-
gate post haste!   
 
 The owl is the wisest of all birds because … 

the more it sees … the less it talks. 
                                                                                                African Proverb 

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za

