
Newsflash:  SOUTH AFRICA EXTENDS  
LOCKDOWN BY TWO WEEKS TO   

THURSDAY 30th  APRIL.      
 

 

Engineer Surveyors Section Bulletin … (UK) 
           Special Edition  :  Covid-19 (Issued April 2020) 

 

         
 

We appreciate that our industry provides inspections which allow UK/
ROI/PLC to continue operating, but under your duty of care to your Em-
ployees, we believe that you should be seeking to minimise potential 
exposure levels of your (inspection) staff to this very dangerous virus. 
As such we urge you to take a lead on this and limit inspections to Cli-
ents in absolutely critical sectors only, as this would undoubtedly help to 
prevent the potential spread of this highly contagious virus. To date we 
have 422 deaths (now only 3 weeks later over 10 000) and 8,077 cases 
(now 84 000) in Britain. (Latest USA figures are 551 800 cases with 22 
100 deaths  -  Ed). 
 

We think serious consideration should be given to calculating the poten-
tial impact of circa 2,600 Surveyors (UK inspectors) moving around the 
country for at least the next three weeks and how that could affect the 
spread of this disease, against the potential impact of the inspections 
they should have carried out during that period not being done. Whilst 
hypothetically, we are convinced that the former has the potential to 
result in significantly higher fatality levels of surveyors than the latter. 
 

We need guidance and advice on additional considerations for field staff 

when carrying out risk assessments prior to carrying out inspections 

and minimum provision levels from Clients before “walk away” criteria 

are applied. For instance:  

 In the absence of hot water and soap or hand sanitiser being availa-

ble on a site should an inspection take place if an individual cannot wash 

their hands before and after an inspection?  

 Confirmation that individuals on site do not display the symptoms 
and have been asked if anyone in their household has symptoms? 

 Confirmation that individuals will be at least 2 metres apart at all 
times? 

Continued on Page 6   >  
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‘COURAGE’ 
  

These immortal words by 
Franklin D Rooseveld were 
penned after the Pearl 
Harbour attack … 
 

“Courage is not the ab-
sence of fear, but the 
presence and understand-
ing that a greater reac-
tion is required from us in 
these troubled times ….”  



                 

 ELENET  #832    

DATED 14.04.2020               

ANTIMICROBIAL PRO-
TECTION FILM ADDED 

TO ESCALATOR  
HANDRAILS 

 

Ad Rail USA, exclusive U.S. 
distributor of the AdRail Escala-
tor Handrail film, developed 
and patented by EHC Global, 
announced in March that the 
film is now coated with antimi-
crobial material. 
 

The lamination "eliminates 
germs significantly and offers 
facilities a great solution to 
make their escalator handrails 
cleaner," the company said.  
 

It also reminds the industry 
that, based on safety studies, 
passengers were not distracted 
by the normal handrail 
graphics, AdRail's motion indi-
cation results in a safer step on 
and off the escalator, and 
knowing that film includes an 
antimicrobial property, up to 
70% more passengers are en-
couraged to hold on to the 
handrail. 

 
 

UKEN SCHMID  
SELECTED TO LEAD 

KONE AMERICAS 
 

KONE has named Ken Schmid 
executive vice president for 
KONE Americas, the top lead-
ership role in the division, the 
company announced on March 
30.  
 

Schmid previously served as 
senior vice president, finance, 
and a member of the compa-
ny's Global Finance Leadership 
Team since 2005, and has 
been interim leader of KONE 
Americas and a member of the 
executive board since Febru-
ary.  
 

Other previous roles with 
KONE Americas include senior 
vice president of global infor-
mation services, senior vice 
president and chief information 
officer, vice president of quality 
and various new-equipment 
sales roles at multiple KONE 
branches.  
 

In his new role, he will be 
based in Lisle, Illinois, and re-
port to KONE President and 
CEO Henrik Ehrnrooth. 

 
 

SCHINDLER TO SUP-
PLY 176 UNITS FOR 

MELBOURNE METRO 
 

Schindler has won a contract to 
supply 103 escalators and 73 
elevators for the Metro Tunnel 
Project in Melbourne, the larg-
est-ever public transportation 
project in the state of Victoria, 
Australia, the company an-
nounced March 31.  
 

The project involves the con-
struction of two 9-km rail tun-
nels and five new underground 
stations.  
 
 

                     LATEST NEWS from ELEVATOR WORLD 
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ELEVATOR WORLD 
focuses on Emerging 

Technology 
 

Elevator World’s October is-
sue will focus on Emerging 
Technology, including the In-
ternet of Things, artificial intel-
ligence, virtual reality, robotics 
and more.  
 

There will also be a special 
section … ‘The Interlift Issue’. 
Bonus distribution will be at 
Interlift on October 15-18. 
There will also be a CPD 
(Continuing professional edu-

cation article) ...so don’t miss 
it! 
 

ELENET is a registered trade-
mark and all rights are re-
served ...  
 

Copyright 2019 © Elevator 
World, Inc. 
  

 354 Morgan Avenue 
 Mobile: AL 36606 
 Phone: (251) 479-4514,  
 Telefax: (251) 479-7043 
 Internet : 

 www.elevator 
world.com 

 

« Ignorance of FACT is 
no excuse  

for any stated  

non-compliance »  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M1HGjjczs3pbrO3VzbFybGoirmfzghUOdF-dY_b8EgEujbm_8U2YNcjr8vNFDfj-cMFlq59dm0nZQrYDD5G_Zj-PRG06h6B9ha8cqmXTJsom78j8ltQc5hohVwrc-e9Ahc2rH0Ksij3prvjj5KBgnop8YFWopVprs6FAaoGVlkc=&c=Y0yjcHwI7z5l0iiuIjRNa6WPi1XN6_bIG2L3EQb9EJ3Wjyoqn36gX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZqucMWOi0AbpwQNDsV2EilXYtvI6-Vg6_EqwUnoDA22YfHOTRd5HcyQ2nAWCYARG7-4AClw0cqHI40-0uK8g2z2D49IG-ft2zcLcxaIQSMVAh9V6BJ64o1jc2qbBTon2b1PUpWRa1ZEwp_mc1FvwIf4LxXw8xQ3Z50hXuBz575gVul2aPHwvLA==&c=1qIzdDzrrk37tD9uvYvfCdgUbHUJLnisomQbwvUiZ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZqucMWOi0AbpwQNDsV2EilXYtvI6-Vg6_EqwUnoDA22YfHOTRd5HcyQ2nAWCYARG7-4AClw0cqHI40-0uK8g2z2D49IG-ft2zcLcxaIQSMVAh9V6BJ64o1jc2qbBTon2b1PUpWRa1ZEwp_mc1FvwIf4LxXw8xQ3Z50hXuBz575gVul2aPHwvLA==&c=1qIzdDzrrk37tD9uvYvfCdgUbHUJLnisomQbwvUiZ
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Because of space challenges, 
Schindler will install compact es-
calators and elevators. The instal-
lation will include a custom-
engineered, 7000-kg machine-
room-less elevator fitted with 4-m-
tall landing doors.  
 

Once the whole line is in opera-
tion, the Schindler equipment is 
expected to trans-port more than 
half a million people every day. 
The project is planned to be com-
pleted in 2025. 
 
 

KONE INDIA PARTNERS 
WITH UNIVERSITY ON VT 

DEGREE PROGRAM 
 

KONE Elevator India is partnering 
with Chitkara University in Punjab 
to offer a three-year degree pro-
gram in Mechanical Engineering 
with a vertical-transportation (VT) 
focus. 
 

The New Indian Express reports, 
touting the program as unique, 
KONE Elevator India Managing 
Director Amit Gossain said the VT 
industry needs R&D and manpow-
er, which the program will help 
deliver. It con-sists of eight cours-
es that combine classroom, lab 
and hands-on learning.  
 

During the final year, students are 
offered a five-month internship at 
KONE India, which, the source 
says, "will ensure practical immer-
sion by allowing them to learn 
manufacturing, installation, com-
missioning and maintenance." 

 
 

WOMAN DIES AFTER BE-

ING TRAPPED BENEATH 

HOME ELEVATOR 
 

A woman died last month after 

being trapped underneath a 

home elevator in Washington, 

D.C., The Washington Post re-

ported.  
 

The D.C. Fire and Emergency 

Medical Services Department 

said the woman was found inside 

the home in upper Northwest 

Washington on March 29. No 

indication was given as to when 

or how she became trapped in 

the pit. 

 
 

OFFICE TOWER, RETAIL 
PLANNED FOR SYDNEY 

WATERFRONT 
 

Danish architecture firm Henning 
Larsen has won a design competi-
tion for Cockle Bay Park, a devel-
opment that will bring high-rise 
office building and low-rise retail 
space to the waterfront in Sydney, 
Australia. 
 

The low-rise buildings will be near 
the harbour, creating a pictur-
esque promenade on what the 
designers call the "village scale" 
portion of the development.  
 

The office tower, rising 183 m, is 
the "city scale" part. The tower will 
be set on elevated pillars and bro-
ken up by green spaces that give 
its blocks an asymmetrical, float-
ing effect. The motivation for 
Cockle Bay Park's design was to 
create "a destination with a differ-
ent sense of scale" while introduc-
ing a park area in the middle of 
the city, Henning Larsen partner 
Viggo Haremst said. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Special April Issue  
13.04.2020 

 

Dear Customers, 
 

Due to the disruption of industry 

events across the world, travel 

and the new social distancing 

protocols, more people than ever 

are reading Elevator World's pub-

lications, email newsletters, and 

daily online news.  
 

As previously mentioned in earli-

er e-mails, we are posting daily 

news about how the coronavirus 

is affecting our industry: click 

here to read. If you wish to have 

your news posted, or to update 

us on any industry matter, simply 

send us an email.  
 

We will continue to offer all of 

our publications in digital format 

at no cost until we get through 

this crisis. You can read Elevator 

World's April issue here. 
 

Our other regional publications 

will be shared soon. 

 

Is there HOPE amidst the  

Covid-19 CRISIS? 
 

Yes, just believe in yourself 

and follow the rules … 

Don’t be careless and take 

chances! 

 

NEW  2020  AIA   

APPROACH? 
 

Is it not time that we 

should now embark on a 

new path of inspection pro-

cess where … we add per-

ceptive value to our work, 

connecting better with our 

customers, our peers and in 

fact the whole Lift Industry 

at large? 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M1HGjjczs3pbrO3VzbFybGoirmfzghUOdF-dY_b8EgEujbm_8U2YNcjr8vNFDfj-yc0Z2qMaTkdGJqZ5oB3vmDzoAo1vwBiosHS4nJi6j5t3hZdnbZXS-TrVpMbEtpqELGMPXzOvZTW_W_8K-oF0osB8j0MFMCfcxzMe5mJXnjMxOY-PtG62LbAwn1ZeVNq--5wszeS_CT2SVX1bqvxku3qg8shmjTZ9Boi3
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001M1HGjjczs3pbrO3VzbFybGoirmfzghUOdF-dY_b8EgEujbm_8U2YNcjr8vNFDfj-oBX_r64_B86evOPhC370URlvheEhnFQJAv8GF5AMOgzxsljVjKM820QIHJlRUrae-itM9ElNsutpuh6QUonbd-WN0SfJ20M90KXxGyU-rdohOiUYEj_fRjST1ULaeBivOIagP_dwM9nJXUwIATk5pAZ58DEw5NpvXx5l
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_4rr5dftswjRTtXbKoDykZbWEl75un45m8n3MqjnAyVFYP4gpf17luPDI0lDqC2t6ho1OESg8j5VICFk7D15l024hKiKmVSTI6B5om8fx4TG06B_ilO0PlOQKvrw6VGkn8p_WUCqV3PRH8tcBrCyIp49mYffLPC8&c=tX0eFY2_11WWLA3RB05JfQklucl5KWnoQ2VoMUCfSUF9EIzWaIr48w==&ch=UTktb
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_4rr5dftswjRTtXbKoDykZbWEl75un45m8n3MqjnAyVFYP4gpf17luPDI0lDqC2t6ho1OESg8j5VICFk7D15l024hKiKmVSTI6B5om8fx4TG06B_ilO0PlOQKvrw6VGkn8p_WUCqV3PRH8tcBrCyIp49mYffLPC8&c=tX0eFY2_11WWLA3RB05JfQklucl5KWnoQ2VoMUCfSUF9EIzWaIr48w==&ch=UTktb
mailto:editorial@elevatorworld.com


LOOKING  BACK  AT  CONSTRUCTION … Willem du Toit  
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I know that everybody in our industry has many stories to tell about 

the past. I hope that we can capture these stories before they are lost. 

I want to share some of my construction experiences and apologize 

for the condition of the 40 year old photos. 
 

We installed this 10 ton goods lift at Pomfret Asbestos Mine near the 

Botswana border in 1978. It was an 8 storey building and the lift was a 

through entrance running at 0.25 m/s. It was designed to carry forklifts 

with their load, so was large enough to carry both our vehicles to the 

top floor. The one bakkie had the tools and the other one a radio for 

late night music. Late Ken Barron and retired Piet Pretorius did the 

installation work and I just did final wiring and the testing and adjust-

ing. 

 

 

Look at the size of the filler weight under the one bak-

kie. This lift also had two sets of safety gear due to the 

load. Even at 0.25 m/s, the safety gears were of the 

progressive type, because it would be very difficult to 

adjust four instantaneous safety gears to operate at 

the same time. 
        

The sad storey is that in 1986 all asbestos operations 

were ceased at Pomfret, leaving this white elephant 

behind, of which this building can be seen from many 

miles away. 
 

 

 

 

Seen right, is a lift installed at a plant at Dan-

ielskuil, between Kimberley and Kuruman. This 

is a freestanding concrete lift shaft with the ma-

chinery room below.  
 

There are only openings on ground level and 

then one at 65m above the ground. No stairway 

around the shaft  -  so no emergency rescue 

doors like today. Remember that we installed 

the lift (Elevator) under the mining regulations 

of that time. I was lifted up with the crane 

(which can be seen on the right in the photo), to 

the top of this tower to drill holes through the 

concrete. 
 

This was to affix the sky-climber and capstan winch slings. I also drilled two small holes for the car guide 

plumb lines. This was the very first site where I with and my helper Andries Vanel, used a sky-climber, 

capstan winch and a Hilti drilling machine.                    
                 > continued on Page 12 
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With the total ‘LOCKDOWN’ in South Africa due to Covid-19, a downside has been the preclusion of 

carrying out the regulatory preventative maintenance and compliance inspections on lifts and esca-

lators.  Our concern is the safety of public users and the lapsing of comprehensive reports.   
 

Regulations guru Willem du Toit, stated this week that the regulated role players in the Lift Industry 

will have to take this up with the DOL Regulator.  Since the inception of AIA’s with the September 

2010 OHSAct, the RLI’s have not had much of a role to play in the regulated inspection requirements. 
 

For all the gazetted days of the lock down, we can automatically accept an extension, because the 
lockdown is Law and a law takes preference over any regulation.  Lift inspections are not a “critical 
service” and therefore inspections or follow-up inspections should not take place during this period.  
Secondly, the lift service providers cannot in any event attend to the 60-day items during this period.  
He stated as a natural consequence, that SANAS assessors will have to take this into consideration 
when they do vertical assessments on AIA’s after the Lockdown. 
 

LIASA Chairman Sanjeev Singh when approached, stated the fact that  … 
 We need to stress that LIASA does not have any mandate to represent AIA's, as this is definitely 

neither within our articles of association, nor within our mandate as a recognised ECSA V.A.  
This has been re-iterated repetitively at numerous forums.  

 

 In any event, we cannot place LIASA RLI’s at risk regarding Comprehensive Reports, since the 
OHSAct amendments now define AIA’s as being responsible for carrying out the regulated in-
spections. 

  

Further, that LIASA cannot now be requested to get involved in any communications with the Regu-

lator regarding comprehensive report extension requests, simply because we have no locus 

standi to do so.  Only the two parties most affected, should get involved with any communica-

tions … LIASA as an interested party will, however, lend support to a unified request for a com-

prehensively defined extension. 
 

 These are the ‘Owners/Users’ who are by Law obliged to have the inspections performed, and 
their contracted service providers to whom they have contractually deputed their legal authority.  
Possibly AIA’s  who in fact perform the actual inspections, could become a part of the initiative 
to motivate an extension to the DOL Regulator.  SANAS who are responsible for accrediting the 
AIA’s, can obviously not be part of any such initiative. 

 

The Educom Editorial Team, who receive and deal with lift industry communications around the 
world, on the strength of the above discussions, have included these discussions in this May issue 
of EDUCOM : 
 

 Firstly, to request the Owners/Users and their Facilities’ Managers of all the South African lift 
installations, to initiate such requests to the Regulator since the OHSAct holds them primarily 
responsible for the requisite legal compliance of these installations. 

 

 Secondly, that the multi-national and local independent lift engineering associations address 
such communication requirements to the Regulator simply because (according to the OHSAct 
LEPCR), they are contractually responsible for these installations. They more than anyone else,  
possess the critical registration and certification data of each lift and escalator that they are con-
tracted to maintain according to the OHSAct regulations and its incorporated SANS standards. 

 

 Thirdly, that it is now time that every AIA becomes involved in a collective movement to obtain 
national recognition as an inspection service provider association, since the AIA’s role in lift and 
escalator inspection is defined by the OHSAct.   

 

 Finally, that the Regulator may already have commenced with such proposed legislation amend-
ment to ensure legal compliance of every installation. It is undoubtedly their duty to keep the Lift 
Industry informed of such event.  Perhaps the Regulator can advise Educom in this regard?   

 

COMMUNICATION  to  all  LIFT  OWNERS,  USERS,  CONTRACTED  
SERVICE  PROVIDERS,  AIA’S  and  the  REGULATOR   
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  Allianz  -  UK Lift Health & Safety News … 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Geoff.hayward@allianz.co.uk 

 
 

(Continued from front page.) 
 

 Should we be advising Surveyors to sign in with 
their own pens, not to share equipment, I.e. no 
signatures on tablets and to ensure that they can 
maintain a 2 metre social isolation at all times 
during the inspection?  

 As a rule, when signing into a Client’s site and 
they don’t have a coronavirus questionnaire, 
should we still be carrying out their inspections? 

  

If we are to continue carrying out critical inspections, 

Surveyors should be provided with suitable personal 

protective equipment (PPE) to help to protect them. 

As a basic provision : 
 

 A kit of an alcohol-based hand sanitiser, nitrile 

gloves, facemasks and disposable overalls 

should be provided to all.  

 If Surveyors are attending hospitals for instance, 

where there is likely to be the highest risk of in-

fection, should they be doing so without at least 

the aforementioned basic kit and potentially a 

face shield?  

 Instructions on the correct use of these items : 

how long they can be used before needing to be 

replaced; a methodology on how to clean them 

and also how often to clean them. 
 

Our Members are very concerned about their safety 
and are rightfully worried about possible levels of 
exposure whilst continuing to attend work at this time. 
Current World Health Organisation advice is that 
masks may not be effective in protecting the individu-
al from contracting the virus but can be effective in 

preventing its spread if used “in combination with 
frequent hand cleaning with alcohol-based hand rub 
or soap and water” and also if an individual is 
“coughing or sneezing”.   
 

We want a cap to be put on the number of sites at-
tended by any Surveyor in one day, it is both danger-
ous and irresponsible to visit multiple sites on the 
same day at this very crucial stage in the spread of 
this pandemic.   
 

We would urge SAFed to lobby for an … extension to 
be applied by the HSE (our DoL) to the periodic in-
spections which we carry out annualy.   
  

As has been said many times … this is an unprece-
dented situation we find ourselves in and as such 
requires unprecedented levels of leadership, un-
derstanding and support.   
 

Signed :  Mark Sheardown (Chair) Zurich & Geoff 

Hayward (Vice Chair). 
 

The above document has been sent to CEO’s 
and Engineering Directors at SAFed, Allianz 
Engineering, BESL, and Zurich Engineering. 
It has or will be sent to the HSE, UKAS and 
other applicable regulator bodies. 
 

This action has been taken on behalf of not 
only our members within the Engineer Sur-
veyors National Branch (Lift Inspectors) but 
also to protect all Engineer Surveyors work-
ing in our industry. 

  
 

 

UK  REGULATORY  HEALTH & SAFETY  NEWS ... 

 

The Corona Virus, covid-19, has killed over 
1000 people in the UK.  
 

It is commonly believed that we will be for-
tunate if we end up with a death toll of less 
than 20,000 due to the Corona virus. 
 

We believe the sensible decision would be 
to temporarily extend the expiry date of 
statutory examinations … to prevent ex-
cessive cross contamination. Engineer 
Surveyors are here to help save lives, not 
to take lives.  
 
This bulletin received from Geoff Hayward of 
Allianz Engineer Surveyors … is a verbatum re-
production of the whole bulletin, reduced in 
content as applicable to South Africa. 

 



 

  Page 7 

SANAS  COMMUNICATIONS ...  

Guidelines for Calibration Intervals 

and Recalibration 

Part II: Methods to determine  

calibration intervals 
 

In Part I of this article, we discussed calibration Inter-
vals, recalibration and an introduction to the deter-
mination of calibration intervals. In Part II we will dis-
cuss the different methods that are available to de-
termine calibration intervals. 
 

Method 1: Automatic or ‘Staircase’ Adjustment 
 

Each time an item of equipment is calibrated on a 
routine basis; the subsequent interval is extended if it 
is found to be within tolerance or reduced if it is 
found to be outside tolerance. This 'staircase' re-
sponse may produce a rapid adjustment of intervals 
and is easily carried out without clerical effort. When 
records are maintained and used, possible trouble 
with a group of items, indicating the desirability of a 
technical modification or preventive maintenance 
will become apparent. A disadvantage of systems 
which treat items individually may be that it is diffi-
cult to keep the calibration work-load smooth and 
balanced and that it requires detailed advanced plan-
ning. 
 

Method 2: Control Charts 
 

The same calibration points are chosen from every 
calibration and the results are plotted against time. 
From these plots, both scatter and drift are calculat-
ed, the drift being either the mean drift over one cali-
bration interval or, in the case of very stable equip-
ment, the drift over several intervals. From these fig-
ures the effective drift may be calculated. 
 

The method is difficult to apply, in fact very difficult 
in the case of complicated equipment and can virtu-
ally only be used with automatic data processing. 
Before calculations can commence, considerable 
knowledge of the law of variability of the equipment, 

or of similar equipment, is required. Again, it is diffi-
cult to achieve a balanced workload. However, con-
siderable variation of the calibration intervals from 
those prescribed is permissible without invalidating 
the calculations; reliability can be calculated and, in 
theory at least, it gives the efficient calibration inter-
val. Furthermore, the calculation of the scatter will 
indicate if the manufacturer's specification limits are 
reasonable, and the analysis of the drift which is 
found may help in indicating the cause of the main 
drift. 
 

Method 3: Calendar Time 
 

Items of measuring equipment are initially arranged 
into groups based on their similarity of construction 
and of their expected similar reliability and stability. 
 

A calibration interval is assigned to the group, initially 
based on engineering intuition. In each group, the 
quantity of items which return at their assigned cali-
bration interval and are found to have excessive er-
rors or to be otherwise nonconforming is determined 
and is expressed as a proportion of the total quantity 
of items in that group which are calibrated during a 
given period. In determining the 'nonconforming' 
items, those which are obviously damaged, or which 
are returned by the user as suspect or faulty, are not 
included as they are not likely to cause measurement 
errors. If the proportion of 'nonconforming' items of 
equipment is excessively high, the calibration interval 
should be reduced. If it appears that a sub-group of 
items (such as a make or type) does not behave like 
the other members of the group, this sub-group 
should be removed to a different group with a differ-
ent calibration interval. The period during which the 
performance is assessed should be as short as possi-
ble, compatible with obtaining a statistically mean-
ingful quantity of calibrated items for a given group. 
If the proportion of nonconforming items of equip-
ment in each group proves to be very low, it may be 
economically justifiable to increase the validation 
interval  -  Other statistical methods may be used. 
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 Method 4: 'In-Use' Time 

This is a variation on the foregoing methods. The 

basic method remains unchanged, but the calibra-

tion interval is expressed in terms of hours of use 

rather than in calendar months of elapsed time. An 

item of equipment may be fitted with an elapsed 

time indicator and is returned for calibration when 

this indicator reaches a specified value. The im-

portant theoretical advantage of this method is that 

the number of calibrations performed, and there-

fore the cost of calibration, varies directly with the 

length of time for which the equipment is used. Fur-

thermore, there is an automatic check on equip-

ment utilization. 
 

However, the practical disadvantages are many, 

and include: 

• it cannot be used with passive measuring instru-

ments (for example, attenuators) or with passive 

measurement standards (resistors, capacitors, etc.); 

• it should not be used when equipment is known to 

drift or deteriorate when on the shelf, or when han-

dled, or when subjected to several short on-off  

cycles: it should in any case have a calendar-time 

backup; 

• the initial cost of the provision and installation of 

suitable timers is high and, since users may interfere 

with them, supervision may be required which will 

again increase costs; 

• it is even more difficult to achieve a smooth flow 

of work than with the other methods mentioned, 

since the calibration laboratory has no knowledge of 

the date when the calibration interval will termi-

nate. 
 

Method 5: In-Service or ‘Black-Box’ Testing 
 

This method is complementary to a full calibration. 

It can provide useful interim information on charac-

teristics of measuring equipment between full cali-

brations and can give guidance on the appropriate-

ness of the calibration programme. This method is a 

variation on methods 1 and 2 and is particularly suit-

able for complex instruments and test consoles. 

Critical parameters are checked frequently (once 

per day or even more often) by portable calibration 

gear or, preferably, by a 'black-box' made up specifi-

cally to check the selected parameters. If the equip-

ment is found to be nonconforming by using the 

'black-box', it is returned for a full calibration. The 

great advantage of this method is that it provides 

maximum availability for the equipment user. It is 

very suitable for equipment, which is geographically 

separated from the calibration laboratory, since a 

complete calibration is only done when it is known 

to be necessary or at extended calibration intervals. 

The main difficulty is in deciding on the critical pa-

rameters and in designing the 'black-box'. Although 

the method theoretically gives a very high reliability, 

this is slightly ambiguous, since the equipment may 

be failing on some parameter which is not measured 

by the 'black-box'. In addition, the characteristics of 

the 'black-box' itself may not be constant and it also 

needs to be regularly calibrated. 
 

SANAS Requirements Concerning the Determi-

nation of Calibration Intervals 
 

The manager of a SANAS accredited laboratory 

should discuss with his/her customer all calibration 

requirements. The conditions under which gauges 

or instruments will be used should be included in 

the discussion. The calibration interval or re-

calibration date may only appear on a SANAS cer-

tificate of calibration if requested in writing by the 

customer. 

 If a gauge or instrument is abused, damaged, or 

subjected to conditions which cause wear or drift, it 

is the responsibility of the user of the gauge or in-

strument to request recalibration at appropriate 

intervals. 
 

Linda Grundlingh 19 March 2020 
 

References: 

1. SANAS TG 05-05 

2. Accreditation Act No. 19 of 2006: Accreditation 

for Conformity Assessment, Calibration and 

Good Laboratory Practice Act, 2006 
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The present ‘Covid-19 Lockdown’ has allowed that 
extra time that we previously could seemingly not af-
ford, to think about and do the things at home that 
need to be done. Amongst these are the ensuring of a 
currently valid “Last Will and Testament”. 
 

The truth of the matter is that not having a valid will at 
the time of your untimely passing, will in all likelihood, 
have very little impact on you personally (for the obvi-
ous reason), but with that said ... it’s your loved 
ones who will feel the effect! 
 

The consequences however will not be so devastat-
ing. It will not mean that your life’s wealth will be tied 
up seemingly for ever in an elusive bank account 
which your loved ones will not be able to touch. No ... 
it is quite the opposite; your estate will devolve in 
terms of the Laws of Intestate Succession.  
 

This set of rules, as infamous as they may seem, are 
not all bad. There are provisions placed in the Intes-
tate Succession Act 81 of 1987 which ensure that 
those closest to you will receive your wealth, by 
means of a ranking system. 
 

It is however the control element which is absent 
and which can, in certain circumstances, be vital. In 
your will, directions can be given regarding, amongst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

other : Who is to receive what; who you appoint as 
the executor to administer your estate and who will 
be the guardian of your minor children. Provision can 
further be made for the establishment of a testamen-
tary trust, should the need arise … or even, where 
such a need is already present. 
 

There is however no use in preparing a will if the will 
is not valid in terms of the formalities set out in the 
Wills Act 7 of 1953. These formalities include, 
amongst others : Ensuring that the will is signed at 
the end of it; having two or more competent witness-
es attest; and sign the will in the presence of the tes-
tator and of each other and ensuring that each page 
of the will, other than the page on which it ends, is 
also signed (paraphrased) by the testator.  It is im-
portant to perhaps obtain the appropriate legal advice 
when preparing and signing your will.  It is equally 
important to ensure that your original will is stored in 
a safe and secure place such as your Bank/Registrar. 

 

There are only two things certain in life: death and 
taxes. Unfortunately, both are out of our control, but 
at least with the former, its consequences and impli-
cations for our loved ones, can remain firmly in your 
Administrator’s control, should you have a clear suc-
cession structure encompassed in a properly drafted 
will. Think about it and act now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    COVIDCOVID--19  19  --    THE  NEED  FOR  A  VALID  WILL ...THE  NEED  FOR  A  VALID  WILL ...       

 

CORVID-19   -   SOCIAL DISTANCING 
Sent in by Hennie Hudson 

 
Churchill was magnificent in 
times of crisis, because he never 
underplayed the gravity of a situ-
ation and used apparent helpless-
ness to inspire.  By not sugar-
coating the threat, he exhorted 
people to give of their best  -  
and they did.   
 

He gave hope that was realistic 
and goals that were achievable 
and worth striving for ... not false 
hope that deflates and sucks en-
ergy from the collective will. 
 

So when you are requested to 
adhere to certain new and per-
haps strange requests in the cur-
rent ‘Lockdown’, stop complaining 
and rather comply … for your 
own sake as well as that of your 
family and loved ones. 



  

 

 

We trust that you and your families are safe during this challenging per- 

iod. To those within our industry (and other essential service providers) 

who are working tirelessly to ensure the safety of others, consider your-

selves the unsung heroes during the national lockdown. At times like this, 

we realise the true value of the services performed by people whose con-

tributions are normally taken for granted. 
 

Following up on the insert in the previous Educom, it will be wise to start 

this month’s insert with a foundational perspective i.e. defining the as-

pects that we intend to explore, (meanings have been quoted from vari-

ous dictionaries). 

   The meaning of “obsolete”. 

Adjective 

Obsolete is from the Latin obsolescere "to fall into disuse," and it is a 

very handy adjective for anything that is no longer used. 

 no longer used because something new has been invented. 

 not in use anymore, having been replaced by something newer and better or more fashionable. 

 no longer used because of being replaced by something newer and more effective. 
 

    How is this applicable to our industry? 
 

One needs to examine a lift (escalator, passenger conveyor included) installation. The installation in its entire-

ty is not a singular component, but rather, it is an engineered and integrated assembly of a multitude of com-

ponents. Each single component performs a function to ensure the safe operation of the entire installation. By 

implication, such components are used or in use in the operation of the installation. Taking the meaning of 

“obsolete” into account, how and when does a component become obsolete? Are we confusing the challenges 

with obtaining spare parts with allegations that such parts are obsolete? Does an allegation of a spare part 

being obsolete imply that the entire installation is obsolete? 
 

    Some interesting facts to ponder: 
 

 There are more companies that manufacture spare parts than companies that manufacture lifts. This ratio 

can only increase. 

 There are numerous companies whose only business is to solely manufacture spare parts. 

 One major multinational also owns a separate company that solely sells and supplies spare parts. There is 

only one model of lift manufactured by them (in 1939) that is not covered in their inventory of spares. 

Their inventory of spares, incidentally, covers complete driving machines right through to button face-

plate screws. Assumedly, this company prides itself on providing backup for all products that have been 

manufactured by them. 

 Any company not carrying stock of a spare part does not imply that the part is not available or obsolete.  
 

Are the costs associated with obtaining the correct spare part, not leading to the frequent use of the 

“obsolete” allegation?  

 

YOU BE THE JUDGE  ...  Sanjeev SinghYOU BE THE JUDGE  ...  Sanjeev Singh  
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The meaning of “comprehensive”. 

Adjective. 

 Comprehensive is from Latin comprehensivus, from comprehensus, the source of English … to com-

prehend. 

 of large scope; covering or involving much. 

 including many details or aspects of something. 

 of large scope; covering or involving much; inclusive. 
 

How is this applicable to our industry? 
 

By virtue of its definition, comprehensive cannot be assumed to be “fully inclusive”. More appropriately, the 

term can be classed as “largely inclusive”. So relative to lifts, a “comprehensive maintenance contract” is not 

fully inclusive. A fully inclusive contract will not have any exclusions. For obvious reasons, a fully inclusive con-

tract will not be practical for a service provider. While all maintenance contracts are not fully inclusive, the 

different categories of contracts offered are differentiated by the varying levels of cover that are provided. 
 

Most contracts are riddled with inaccuracies and contradictions which are often not identified by the owner. 

Consequently, there is an increasing trend for owners (as is the prevalent case with major property owners) to 

have their own Service Level Agreement (SLA). Such SLA’s are normally managed by owner appointed consult-

ants. Could this have been an outcome due to a breakdown in trust?  
 

It is also becoming more frequent for owners to seek an opinion or verification for quotations for work “not 

covered within the contract”. The instances whereby contractual work is being charged for, is increasing 

alarmingly. One would therefore wonder what happens to the owners who do not seek a second opinion. 
 

The point of reference for any obligation, query or arbitration, resides within the terms and conditions of the 

maintenance contract. Perhaps we will encounter a day when such contracts are simple, easily understood 

and specifically compiled relative to the equipment being maintained. Until then, the confusion will continue. 
 

You be the judge … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUYOU  
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WORDS of  WISDOM 
 

 “I simply cannot imagine enjoying my work so much,  working with such talented young people who 

have demonstrated the ultimate desire to be a winner.” 
                                              Garry Player 

 

“One of the greatest privileges in life Is to participate in something unforgettable. If that experience 

turns out to be pleasant to boot, it makes your whole achievement that much richer.” 
 

                                                Cyril Ramaphosa 

 

“Nothing great and lasting in the world has ever been accomplished without passion and suffering.” 
 

                                                 Nelson Mandela 
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Before this time it was scaffolds, turfors and Zimbi 

hammer machines with red head Hilti anchors which 

used threaded rods cut to size. I am sure that you can 

imagine what a mission it was to rope this installation 

with machinery room below, overhead pulleys at the 

top of the shaft and no intermediate access into the lift 

shaft. “Boer maak ‘n plan” was a daily exercise here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seen above, are the ‘Templar Flats’ in Kimberley. The 

scaffold collapsed one night after a heavy wind storm, 

as it was not tied-off properly to the building. We had 

used this scaffold to get from the 8
th
 floor to the ma-

chinery room whilst the builder was busy with the stair-

way. 
 

After completion of the building, my wife and I were 

part of the first tenants and we also became the care-

takers at the same time. We had the only one bedroom 

flat in the building. 
   

This Valliant Regal with its balloon tyres (seen above 
right), was my construction vehicle until my wife and I 
rolled it one Saturday on the way to work on a gravel 
road. In those days the lift company allowed us to do 
“deal jobs” (sub-contracting).  
 

When required, I would take leave from the company, 
getting a fixed price from the company to install a new 
lift in my area. In those days it included my company 
vehicle at no extra cost. The same as the subcontrac-
tors of today.  Then on completion of the installation, I 
would return back to my regular service route. 
  

Those were the days when we were able and willing 
and really enjoyed our jobs. It was nothing for our 
wives to accompany us to site and assist us with re-

pairs and even construction, when it became neces-
sary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOKING  BACK  AT  CONSTRUCTION … Willem du Toit (continued from Page 4) 

Modern Rolex Watch vs Ancient  
Egyptian Obelisk Sundials 

 

It has become second nature for modern man 
to glance at his wristwatch in order to tell the 
time. The Egyptians however, had no such 
technology. They are acknowledged as being 
the first of the ancient people circa 2600 years 
ago, to very correctly, read the time of day. 
 

In order to tell the time whether day or night, 
the Egyptians invented two types of clock. 
Firstly ‘obelisks’, which were used as sun-dial 
clocks by noting how its shadow moved 
around its surface throughout the day. From 
this use of the obelisk, they very soon identi-
fied the longest and shortest days of the year, 
known as the solstice in mid- summer and mid-
winter. They at the same time discovered the 
equinox of equal night and day in mid spring 
and mid autumn. 
 

Secondly, a little known fact is that an inscrip-
tion in the tomb of the court official Amenem-
het, dat-ting back to the16th century BC, 
shows a water clock made from a stone vessel 
with a tiny hole at the bottom which allowed 
water to drip at a constant rate. The passage 
of hours could then be measured from marks 
spaced at different levels, irrespective of day 
or night.  
 

The priest at Karnak temple in fact used such 
a ‘clock’ at night, so as to determine the cor-
rect hour after the setting sun, to perform his 
religious rites, which were always tied to the 
moon and planetary celestial bodies. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOWN  MEMMORY  LANE  ...  DOWN  MEMMORY  LANE  ...  By Laurie SquairBy Laurie Squair  
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1ST  APRIL  -  “APRIL  FOOLS  DAY”? 
 

Moody's downgrade of local South African banks to ‘Junk Status’ came as no surprise on 1st April, after 
they assigned the country with a sub-investment grade rating. With the SA sovereign ratings acting as a 
ceiling, the rating of banks cannot be above that of the sovereign.  Initially the investors appeared to take 
the move to junk in their stride, with shares of Nedbank, Standard Bank and Absa holding their own rather 
than falling drastically.  Given the weakness in their share prices so far this year, hopefully the bad news 
was already priced in … or at least we hoped so  -  purely for the sake of our pension investments! 
 

Unfortunately Fitch, because of the poor prognosis for the immediate South African future, on Friday 3rd 
April, downgraded us to ‘BB+’ level. Visiting Sanlam/Old Mutual investment portfolios on Saturday, certain 
accounts were seen to almost immediately have dropped by 13 < 27% … Quo vadis?   
 

More concerningly, the rand then slumped to an all-time low on Saturday 4th April, crossing above R19 to 
the US dollar after the Fitch Ratings downgrading, pushing the rating deeper into sub-investment grade 
territory.  All this having followed April 1st’s date … for sure, this was no April Fool’s day!  According to 
Fitch, their downgrade was as a result of a transparent lack of a clear path towards government's debt sta-
bilisation as well as the expected impact of the coronavirus shock on public finances and economic growth.  
Our immediate future therefore maintains a very negative outlook  -  reflecting further the prospect of 
added significant pressure on debt and additional downside risks associated with the global shock. 

1975 vs 2020 ... 
 

This 55-year old newspaper clipping from col-

league Laurie Squair, certainly takes us back a 

few years!  It focused on the ‘new’ Carlton Cen-

tre Complex lift installation of 63 elevators and 

40 escalators. The photo (apologies for the poor 

reproduction), features Wally Kruger of Otis, 

busy with maintenance. Of interest is that Wally 

was one of 5 full-time technicians servicing the 

installation. The Carlton boasted the fastest 

speed and the highest lifts in South Africa at the 

time, namely   …   6,0m/s and 52 floors. 
 

The irony is that these lifts and escalators (or what is left of them), is today serviced by one ‘service-man’. 

What is the difference between the service technician of yesteryear and the serviceman of today? It is our 

considered opinion that the latter (he or she) is not nearly at the same level of competence of training and 

experience as the technicians of yesteryear. Secondly, they do not possess the same level of job pride and 

job responsibility towards their company. Loyalty is lately paid for instead of being earned for free! 
 

Lastly, it can perhaps be stated that the number-crunching on head-count has had an adverse affect on 

the training and development of the modern serviceman. “Customer service excellence” appears to have 

fallen by the wayside in favour of profitability. This stands true for both the local independents as well as 

the multi-national lift companies in South Africa. 



We had the distinct Christian privilege of celebrating Easter 2020, albeit under lockdown conditions. 
Thinking about these dates, we again noticed that they change every year (Wikipedia data).  
 

… WHY do only the ‘Easter’ dates 
change, when historic and other dates 
remain the same year after year? 
 

The Greek calendar originally used by the 
Romans for centuries, was a non-Christian 
calendar, with their new year commencing 
on 24th September of each year. With the 
birth of Christ on 25

th
 December in the 

year 3130 BCE, it heralded a new Christian 
faith in Europe. So much so that Julius 
Caesar implemented a new Julian calen-
dar in 3175 BCE (or 45 AD). This new Ro-
man Julian calendar thus differed from the 
former Greek calendar. In 552 AD, the Ar-
menian calendar was introduced to replace 
the slowly defaulting Julian calendar, which 
lost a portion of a day each year.  
 

The Armenian new year fell on 11 July of the Julian calendar.  The Gregorian calendar, now used 
in most of the Western world, was named after Pope Gregory XIII, who introduced it in October 
1582 AD. This calendar spaces leap years to make the average year 365.2425 days long, approxi-
mating the 365.2422 day tropical year that is determined by Earth's one revolution around the Sun. 
 

The birth of Christ on 25
th
 December, had this date retained into perpetuity on our calendars. Cae-

ser was fortuitous in aligning his Julian calendar with the start of each new year on 1
st

 January, as 
also dropping the ancient historic year-span, failing which, we would now have been in the year 
5150 BCE. He declared all previous historic years to be signified as BC (before Christ), whilst a 
new yearly count forward was commenced of AD (Anno Domini “The year of our Lord”). 
 

Of immediate interest to us then, is the fact that every annual Christmas, New Year, summer and 
winter solstices with vernal equinoxes, fall on the identical calendar date of each ensuing year, 
whilst for some reason hitherto, only the ‘Easter’ weekend dates vary from year to year, seen above 
 

These Easter dates of Christ’s crucifiction and resurrection can vary any time between March 22
nd

 
and April 25

th
 of any year. For example  -  in 2020 (as seen above), it falls on Sunday April 12, the 

day of resurrection; Good Friday is therefore on April 10, and Easter Monday April 13. What most 
of us did not know … is that these dates are decided by a complex set of mathematical and 
astronomical calculations based on observations of the moon (believe it or not). 
 

In early Christianity, different church denominations used different calculatory methods, leading to 
disagreements which still remain unresolved today. Eastern and Western churches continue to cel-
ebrate Easter according to their different calendars of Julian, Gregorian, Islamic, Hebrew or Maya.  
 

In Western Christianity, Easter Sunday must always follow the first full moon after the spring equi-
nox. Easter celebrates the death and resurrection of Jesus, which the Bible states happened 
around the Jewish festival Passover. Passover typically begins on the night of the first full moon 
after the spring equinox in the northern hemisphere, except in "leap months" when it is the second 
full moon, as in 2016. In 2020 the full moon is on April 8, which is also the date Passover starts. 
 

Because the precise timing of observing the full moon varies between East and West time zones, 
the different churches calculate the dates from the ecclesiastical calendar. This divides 19 normal 
calendar years into 235 months of 30 and 29 days each, with the ecclesiastical full moon on the 
14th day of each lunar month. The "paschal full moon" (Aramaic for Passover), is the one that falls 
on or after the spring equinox (in our case in South Africa, the autumn equinox on March 21). East-
er Day is therefore the first Sunday after the paschal full moon  -  So where the full moon occurred 
on Sunday 5 April this year, Easter Sunday followed a week later on Sunday 12 April. 
 

EASTER  WEEKEND  2020 
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LIASA  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  2020 
 

 National Executive Chairman  -  Sanjeev Singh  -  083 789 9455 

 Nat. Executive Deputy Chairman  -  Clifford Kleinhans  -  084 089 5872 

 Nat. Executive Secretary  -  Bonnie Peden  -  0823 536 2579 

 Nat. Executive Treasurer  -  Mickey Martin  -  082 330 2126 

 Reg. Chairman Western Cape (Cape Town)  -  Fred Webb 079 514 7384 

 Reg. Chairman Eastern Cape (PE)  -  Brandon Brown  -  076 737 8673 

 Reg. Chairman K.Z.Natal (Durban)  -  Sanjeev Singh  -  083 789 9455 

 Reg. Chairman Free State (Bloemfontein)  -  TBA  -(Jaco van Niekerk) 

 Reg. Chairman Northern Gauteng  -  Willem du Toit  -  083 693 4731 

 Additional Excom Members 2019/20 : Hennie Hudson 082 389 5616; 
Kerwin White 083 307 6216; Jackkie Gokwamilwe 072 988 3115 

 Ex Officio Past Chairmen  -  Dr Theo Kleinhans; Ronnie Branders 
 

 PAST & CURRENT CHAIRMEN:  Steve le Roux (1995-7)†: Dr Theo 
Kleinhans (1997-2003); Ben Peyper (2003-6)†; Sanjeev Singh (2006-15); 
Ronnie Branders (2015-18); Sanjeev Singh (2018-  

 

 HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS:  Eddie Cook (2017); Mannie Perreira 
(2017); 

 

 DOYENS OF THE LIFT INDUSTRY AWARDS:  Buddie Cerone (2004)†; 

Schalk van der merwe (2005)†; Dr Theo Kleinhans (2006 & 2011);  Wil-
lem du Toit (2008 & 2015); Bruno Isler (2009 & 2016); Alfie da Sil-
va (2010); Manny Perreira (2010); Peter Murray (2012); Sanjeev 

Singh (2013); Rodney Coetzee (2014)†; Billy Clifton (2014); Mickey 
Martin (2017); 

Lift Inspectors Association of South Africa Lift Inspectors Association of South Africa   
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LIASA  MEETING  SCHEDULE  2020 
 

Proposed meeting schedule 09:00 < 13:00 on ... 
 

 Wednesday 10th June … general meeting 

 Wednesday 5th August … general meeting 

 Wednesday 7th October … AGM & Awards.   
 

Meetings will be held at ...  
 

HI-TECH TRAINING ACADEMY, 
1327 SPYKER CRES., STORMHILL 

 

(Maraisburg  -  just off Main Reef Road)  
 

  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIFT  INSPECTORS’ COURSES  2020 
 

1.     29 June 2020  -  3 July 2020 
         Exam:  18 July 2020 
2.     2 November 2020  -  6 November 2020 
        Exam:  21 November 2020 
 

The details of the new lady who will help you with eve-
rything is:               

Annette van der Poel 
Departmental Administrator 
Technology Station in Electronics 
Faculty of Engineering & Built Environment 
CSIR, Building 14D 
Tshwane University of Technology,  
Building 6, Room 366 
CSIR Contact Nr:  081 324 8313 / 012 382 5039 
TUT Contact Nr:  012 382 5038 

E-mail address:  vanderpoelA@tut.ac.za  
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