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DRAFT  ‘IDENTIFICATION  of   ENGINEERING  WORK’ 
REGULATIONS 

 
 

  

 

 

  

All ECSA registered members to please note the proposed regulatory and definitive registration cadre regulations that will affect 
them, with specific regard to protection of classified engineering work. 
 

“On the 22 November 2013 the Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA) approved the draft regulations which were 
submitted to the Council for the Built Environment (CBE) for approval. 
  

The South African Council for the Project  and Construction Management Profession (SACPCMP) and The South Afri-
can Council for the Quantity Surveyors Profession (SACQSP) raised overlap issues which contributed to delaying the 
process of the CBE  approving the ECSA draft regulations. 
  

The overlap-issues have now been resolved. The said draft regulations will be considered by  the CBE Council on the 17 
March 2014 for approval, where after the CBE will apply for an exemption with the Competitions Commission. 
  

The article in question was published by the CBE in support of the Competition Commission Consultative process. The 
same process will be followed where ECSA is concerned once the exemption application is lodged. 
  

We cannot confirm  when the exemption application will be lodged, the CBE is committed to submit the application 
immediately upon approval by the CBE council and before 31 March 2014.” 
  

Edgar Sabela 
Acting CEO 
Engineering Council of South Africa 
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Ascending Overspeed Protection 
 

There are still sales persons and others who are not sure 

about when ascending overspeed protection is required on a 

lift. Although it is quite clearly laid out in SANS 50081-1 in 

section 9.10, I feel there may be a need to put it down in sim-

pler terms. 

 

The SANS specification states that the means shall detect the 

overspeed at a minimum of 115% of the rated speed and at a 

maximum as defined in 9.9.3, which states that the counter-

weight safety gear shall operate at a higher speed than the car 

safety gear but not exceeding it by 10%. 

 

The means shall stop the car or at least reduce the speed to 

that for which the counterweight buffer is designed. 

The means shall act: 

On the car – safety gear which grips on the guide rails in 

the up direction or 

On the counterweight – safety gear on the counterweight 

or 

The suspension – a gripper which operates on the sus-

pension ropes or 
On the sheave – a brake on the sheave directly or on the 

sheave shaft in the immediate vicinity of the drive sheave.  
 

Question:   When must this device be installed? 

Answer:      On all new lift installations with gearboxes, and 

also on partial upgrades, where the machines are replaced 

with geared machines. 
 

Question:   But are these really necessary  -  were there 

any cases of lifts running away in the up direction? 

Answer:   The answer is yes. The writer already examined 

various incidents where lifts ran away in the up direction. 

At Metpol in Bloemfontein - an old installation with a 

solenoid type brake - the brake shoes were worn away 

over the years and the set bolts kept the remaining brake 

linings away from the drum (see photo right upper). 

 

The course for 2014 is set for May 2014. 

 

With Lerato no longer being available kindly contact Antoin-
ette Marneweck well in advance to get your contact details 

on the pro forma list for May 2014. Remember that with 

insufficient students, the course will get cancelled, so contact 

her EARLY and directly at … 
Student Assistant; Mechanical Engineering 

Telephone  -   +27 12 382 5164 
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  FROM  WILLEM  DU  TOIT’S  DESK  -  MARCH  2014 

At an upgrade on a mine headgear in Carletonville – a 

new machine with a solenoid brake – the brake was set 

incorrectly and the set screws allowed minimum pres-

sure on the brake shoes. 

A lift in Hillbrow – the teeth on the worm gear broke 

off 

At a power station where the gear case broke apart 

At a grain silo where the undercut on the drive sheave 

was worn away and traction was lost – slippery maize 

dust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brake linings worn away completely 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The motor drive shaft broke off just before the brake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telefax  -  +27 12 382 5602 

E-Mail  -  marneweckA@tut.ac.za 

Website  -  www.tut.ac.za 
 

For our coastal colleagues who require accommodation … Accom-
modation is available on site  -  contact kosmos@tut.ac.za  or 

(012) 341-0890 for cost and booking.  Off-site accommodation 
(walking distance)  - Figa Lapa Guesthouse at info@figalapa.co.za   
(012) 335-4230. 

NEXT LIFT INSPECTORS REGULATIONS’ COURSE  2014  
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Anton (Toni) Niklaus born 11.12.1946 has sadly passed away 
on 11th February at the Midstream Rehabilitation Centre in  
Pretoria. It goes without saying that Toni, who had to face so 
many obstacles, especially health-wise  -  never complained; 
He always searched for constructive solutions; remained posi-
tive; never lost faith in almighty God , through which he was 
never afraid to face any challenge; tirelessly researched and 
shared through dialogue experiences; remained respectful, 
loyal  to his family, esteemed colleagues and friends; enjoyed 
life; and treasured his professional and social responsibilities, 
interactions and friendships with sincerity and pride.  

 

Toni will be sadly missed, but in my opinion, has been relieved 

from his silent pains and suffering, I for one as so many of us, 

have been privileged to be associated with Toni for over forty 

years and salute him as such for I am convinced that we will 

meet again!                                                 
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Klaus Kirchner, Bruno Isler, Heine Spahr, Bernard Schonenberger, Toni Niklaus 
 

Article and photo from esteemed colleague Bruno Isler 

FORMER  SCHINDLER  STALWART  PASSES  ON 

 
By Ian Huskisson  

mailto:ian@nu-line.co.za  
 

Lift, Escalator and Passenger Conveyor 
Regulations 

 

A DoL workshop on the lift and escalator regulations was 
held in Cape Town on 18 February 2014 at the Provincial 
Offices of the Department of Labour (DoL). With the 
workshop being hosted by the DoL, the delegates were 
addressed by Depute Director Mr Mohlakola (Hlaks) 
Monyaki.  Regrettably only 17 delegates attended, represen-
ting the multi-national and independent lift companies, lift 
inspectors, consultants, property owners, Telkom and PWD 
 

Mr Monyaki gave a presentation on the Regulations, with 
very good interaction between himself and the delegates, 
who could ask questions and engage in open 
discussion.  We were informed that the DoL has developed 
a new database system for the recording of new lift 
installations.  This system although having been tested, was 
not yet operational.  This will hopefully reduce the time 
required to obtain registration numbers from DoL in 
future.  Some of the delegates gave positive feedback that 
they had recently experienced improved service from our 
local Provincial Office. 
 

A question was raised as to when the Industry could expect 
the Goods Hoist Sect 17 Regulation to be removed from 
the Driven Machinery Regulations.  No definite date has 
been set for this, according to Hlaks.   
 

The annual testing of safety gear, overspeed governor and 
buffers also came under the spotlight, particularly the test- 

 

ting of the buffers since there are no guidelines as to how 
these buffers should be tested.  Various methods were 
suggested, but a formal procedure will still have to be 
proposed and communicated to all.  
 

(Possibly as a formalised instruction as utilised by previous DoL 
Chief Inspector Mr Gus Weich on items such as main ropes as to 
when these should be replaced, etc  -  Editor)  
 

Mr Monyaki clarified the definitions of “Competent Lift 
Mechanic” and “Competent Operator”, and stressed the 
importance of using qualified staff  -  because this is a 
legal OHSAct requirement. 
 

We were informed that any exemptions from specific 
requirements of the SANS Standards will continue to be 
issued by the Chief Inspector’s office in Pretoria only, and 
not by any of the local Provincial offices. 
 

Mr Monyaki informed us that those who have applied for 
SANAS accreditation to become Inspection Service 
Providers have an extended exemption until 27 
November 2014, by which time they must be accredited, 
and registered with DoL, in order to legally continue to 
carry out the statutory inspections. 
 

Funiculars were also highlighted by some of the delegates, 
and in the absence of an own SANS Standard, we were 
encouraged to apply the Electric Lifts Standard (SANS 
50081-1) as far as would be applicable. This will in any 
case be stated on the Annex 1 Application to DoL for 
permission to erect. (Bruno Isler had recently stated the intention 
to introduce a ‘Funicular’ standard based on the European Code) 
 

Kindly Contact Ian for any further information. 
 

DoL  WORKSHOP  IN CAPE  TOWN 

mailto:ian@nu-line.co.za
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Chaired by Sanjeev Singh, 20 members attended the meeting 
at Jeppe Quondam. It was a very fruitfull meting, with discus-
sions going on to 13:30. Most of the discussion resvolved 
around the SANAS accreditation requirements and the influ-
ence that meeting these requirements has had on the mem-
bers. 

LIASA  REPRESENTATION 
 

It was lamentable that we still did not have a formal Regional 
LIASA Chairman for the Western Cape. In spite of regular 
motivation for the election of a chair person, the local mem-
bers have remained lethargic in standing up to be counted. 
Chairman Sanjeev undertook to take this further as it as an 
ECSA requirement for VA’s (Voluntary Associations) 
 

As regards Willem as acting Regional Chairman for Northern 
Gauteng, Willem himself proposed that this office be 
dropped as he is involved with all the Southern Gauteng 
committees. He proposed that he rather be acknowledged as 
the Free State Regional Chairman, since he travels there regu-
larly and can easily pull the region together. The Meeting 
unanimously agreed with this proposal. 
 

SANAS  ACCREDITATION 
 

Sanjeev reported that there are currently 34 Inspection Bod-
ies (IB’s) with DoL exemption letters valid to November 
2014 to practice as lift inspectors. The process was going very 
slow, with only 3 IB’s basically fully accredited. DoL had 
made it clear at their last workshop, that there will be NO 
EXTENTION to the November date and no additional ex-
emption granted to any new inspection body under the pre-
sent dispensation. 
 

Sanjeev explained how 12 of the stated 34 IB’s now appear to 
have fallen off the table, leaving only 22 IB’s actively persuing 
accreditation with SANAS. 
 

INSPECTION  TOOL-LIST 
 

It was made clear that the current tool-list, although mooted 
for revision, remains the prescribed tool-list … it is there-
fore NOT optional. The next STC meeting will relook the 
list, but for the SANAS accreditation, the major items have to 
be available for inspection, inclusive of a valid calibration 
certificate. The Meeting focussed on the fact that RLI’s 
claiming that they only carry out annexure ‘B’ inspections, are 
still required at some stage to validate and annexure ‘A’ in-
spection comprehensive report. This can only be achieved by 
(for example) measuring the light intensity in the motor room 
and lift car to ensure that they comply, and have in fact been 
done  and logged on the annexure ‘A’. This extolled an exten-
sive discussion on what can be considered as an OHSAct and 
SANS requirement and what not.  
 

This discussion again highlighted the variance in perception 
and interpretation of the regulations and standards. It also 
stressed the requirement for the SANAS accredited assessors 
such as Sanjeev Singh, Rodney Coetzee and Robert Nesmith 
being on the same wavelength when they assess us individual-                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                            

  LIASA  GENERAL  MEETING  -  4th  FEBRUARY  2014 
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ly in due course for the sake of uniformity. The tools critical 
for a full annexure ‘B’ inspections that require calibration, 
was considered as at least the following … 
 

Tong-tester 

Tachometer 

Door pressure tester 

Light-meter & electronic measuring tool for long 
distance measurement such as shaft depth and 
height 

 

Sanjeev went to some length to explain when an annexure 
‘A’ inspection test has to be confirmed through an annexure 
‘B’ and how this becomes part of the scope of work of an 
RLI. 
 

ANNEXURE  ‘B’  COMPREHENSIVE  REPORTS 
 

The Act clearly states that NO lift and escalator can be put 
into service without a vlaid annexure ‘B’ comprehensive 
report. An extensive discussion again ensued as to the ‘zero-
defect’ requirement and issuing of the certificate with non-
compliances noted on it. Strict application of the Act infers 
a zero-defect certificate where there is NO safety non-
compliance and NO defective non-compliance that 
could affect the safety of the lift. Sanjeev stressed the issue 
of legal compliance! The safe operation of a lift and esca-
lator can therefore be linked directly to the standards, 
regulations and operational ability. 
 

COPYRIGHT  of  LOGOS 
 

The Meeting discussed that it had been noticed that certain 
RLI’s have technically infringed the ‘copyright’ of logos by 
displaying these on their letterheads as well as their web-
sites. The logos raised were that of ECSA, DoL, SANAS, 
SABS and ISO. One requires to be accredited members of 
these associations or institutions before you can even apply 
for the condescension to use their logos. In each case you 
will therefore require a formal letter of release allowing you 
to display that logo on any of your official documentation. 
 

A further implication is the fact that RLI’s are individuals 
registered or accredited by any particular association or insti-
tution. Your ‘company’ is therefore not the registered or ac-
credited entity. Secondly, where you serve on these particu-
lar committees, you serve there as an individual and not as a 
company whom can send any other proxy should you not 
be available. You are therefore a volunteer, giving freely of 
your time and expertise to assist that committee to continue 
rendering the service which it is obligated to do.  
 

ECSA  TRANSFORMATION  REQUIRE-
MENTS 

 

LIRC Chairman Sanjeev tried to put Dr Goolam’s Decem-
ber communication into perspective, specifically requesting 
colleague Willem du Toit to hold back on his summary res-
ignation of the LIRC committee which he has served for so 
many years, till Sanjeev can obtain more clarity from ECSA 
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By Philip Glaus 
 

“Fellow Lift Engineers, 
E-mails just received from Cousin Joy in Canada. For many 
years I serviced  very old wooden covered stepped escalators 
with combs resembling dangerous garden pitch forks. Many 
youngsters would travel on these escalator with bare feet and 
NO accidents. Only problem for women was their stiletto 
shoe heals would fit between the wood slats, were ripped off 
and fell into a box under the escalator. I retrieved these and 
passed them onto the shoemaker in the store.  These escala-
tors ran for over 40 years but the step chains wore out and 
made these very dangerous if not lubricated. 
 

However, with modern aluminium steps there was also many 
instances where children’s shoe laces were caught in those 
SMALL combs and many had very bad foot injuries. By coin-
cidence daughter Noleen was present at one time to switch 
off an escalator when she was in the store shopping. 
 

The bad fire in the underground escalator in Britain was 
caused by debris not cleaned under the steps. Those steps 
could not be removed for cleaning unlike modern escalators 
which steps can now be removed.  But the sharp edge of 
aluminium steps cause a nasty leg injury now. 
Passed on for info.     
  

You may be interested to know that last week in Montreal a 
woman's scarf was caught in an escalator and she was stran-
gled to death. People bundle up against the cold with several 
layers, a large overcoat, gloves and a scarf. These days the 
scarf is folded in half and the two loose ends are drawn 
through the folded side, making a loop that goes round the 
neck. It's impossible to remove it in such a circumstance; it 
just pulls tighter and tighter … Escalators sure are dangerous 
conveyances.  
      

As fellow colleagues in the lift industry you may be interested.  
You may have heard of the Escalator Crush in Perth this 
week.  This happened after the Big Bingo Bash and mostly 
old people who were badly injured. What transpired 
was,  that the mass of people pouring onto the escalators 
apparently going down after thousands of people attended 
the bingo night was possibly caused by a build-up at the bot-
tom arriving when arriving on the station platform.    
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In Perth I have myself also witnessed the mass of crowds in 
the morning and afternoon rush at stations. Apparently 13 
people were hospitalised with broken ribs, feet, head  and 
other injuries during the pile-up at the bottom of the escala-
tor.  It is reported that some folk stopped to chat at the bot-
tom causing this pile-up. 
 

Of some 50 people who passed their comments, I noticed 
“Martin’s Comment” Was it perhaps Martin Doyle, the direc-
tor of ThyssenKrupp Lifts whom I have met? His techni-
cal  comment was ... that people should stand on the left side and let 
other people pass on the right. 
 

Our family also witnessed the crowd movement after we 
attended the fireworks display on Australia Day.  We sat out-
side the Esplanade Station on the grass for at least 15 min-
utes, waiting for the crowd to disperse and thin out. I was 
impressed with the Transperth station police  -  how they told 
us NOT to buy tickets but just get onto the train 
FREE.  They were intent on dispersing everyone in the 
shortest possible time.  
 

With this huge crowd walking at night, I was glad I had a cell 
phone, for I did not lose the family while walking back to the 
station.  At least one advantage of a cell phone in a crowd. 
 

Even so,  when we came down the escalator onto the station, 
there were still hordes of people on the platform although the 
trains were scheduled every 6 minutes, so we just waited and  
caught the next second train. 
 

A similar accident happened in Port Elizabeth last month.  A 
major shopping centre had installed barrier poles at the top 
and bottom of the escalator entrances to prevent prams trav-
elling on the escalators.  Two guys decided not to use the lift 
to transport a filing cabinet down one floor. No problem for 
them, they simply lifted the cabinet over the top pole barrier 
and rode the escalator down. However, when the cabinet got 
to the bottom and jammed against the bottom barriers, the 
descending steps crushed their feet against the steel cabinet. 
 

Just some elevatoring & escalator news in passing. 
Kind Regards 
Errol Glaus”.     
 

RECENT  ESCALATOR  ACCIDENTS  OVERSEAS  &  PE 

REMAINING  ECSA  LIRC  &  LIASA  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS  2014 
 

ECSA LIRC  -  Monday 7th April @ 09:00 

 LIASA General meeting  -  Tuesday 8th April @ 09:00 

ECSA LIRC  -  Monday 9th June @ 09:00 

 LIASA General Meeting  -  Tuesday 10th June @ 09:00 

ECSA LIRC  -  No meeting scheduled 

 LIASA General meeting  -  Wednesday 6th  August @ 09:00 

ECSA LIRC  -  Tuesday 7th  October @ 09:00 

 LIASA AGM Meeting  -  Wednesday 8th October @ 09:00 
 

LIRC meetings to be held in the ECSA board rooms, of which advice will be found at ECSA reception on the morning of the 
meeting.   Unless otherwise advised, all LIASA meetings will be held at Jeppe Quondam Conference Centre in Bedfordview. 
                                                                               Please phone Bonnie if unsure. 
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Safety equipment and safety regulations had not yet been pro-
posed when these photos were taken. It was simply a matter of 
getting the job done as quickly and expeditiously as possible. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo from Willem du Toit where worm-gear teeth broke off,  
causing the situation where the lift car could run away. 
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We are on the Web  -  go to … 
 www.iliasa.org.za 

The web is maintained by LIASA Chairman Sanjeev Singh for 
the members’ benefit 

 

EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 

LIASA’s contact logistics where you speak to the Editor Dr 

Theo Kleinhans or National Executive Secretary Bonnie Peden 

is: 

 

Office: (011) 613-7552 

Telefax: (011) 613-4248 

E-mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 

                             PO Box 899,  Southdale,  2135 

PO Box 38708, Booysens, 2016 

 

Please forward us your newsworthy articles and photos for dis-

sémination to all our colleagues around the RSA. 
 

Articles contributed to Educom are evaluated by ECSA as CPD, 
assisting you to achieve your minimum 5 points per year, avera-
ged out over 5-year rolling periods. Remember that … 
 

« Ignorance of FACT is no excuse  
for any stated non-compliance » 

 

« Liberty means responsibility  -   

That is why most men dread it » 
 

                                                              George Bernard Shaw 

 
 

 

EMPIRE  STATE  BUILDING  
BEING  BUILT  IN  1930  

LIASA in 1995, to qualify for ECSA (Engineering Council) recognition as a 

‘Voluntary Association’ (VA  -  Article 21 Association), formal Articles of 

Association were required, along with a formalized membership structure. These 

were drawn up by founder members Dr Theo Kleinhans and Steve le Roux. Steve 

was elected as Chairman of the National Executive Committee in Gauteng, with 

Theo as Executive Secretary-Treasurer; Mike Russell as Regional Chairman 

Western Cape and Graham Mould as Regional Chairman Eastern Cape. Na-

tal and the Free State were vacant at that time.  The current LIASA member-

ship stands at 172 paid-up members,   thanks to the sterling work of Secretary 

Bonnie Peden. 
 

To better serve its members, LIASA has registered several training courses with 

ECSA, since these require prior ECSA recognition in order to count for the 

regular CPD training requirements. A further major determinant was the LI-

ASA National Conference held in September 2012 at the ShaMani conference 

centre in Alberton.  
 

LIASA membership cards were issued to all present who had paid their subs. 

This would normally have been done in April 2013, when all subscriptions 

become due with ECSA and LIASA, inclusive of the relevant CPD advice 

forms. Remember that proof has to be retained in case you are called on to present 

them to ECSA. Membership of LIASA ensures an ECSA subscription rebate 

more than  equal to the LIASA subscription, being a motivator to engender or 

retain LIASA membership. 

 

WORDS  of   WISDOM 
 

“We are continually faced by great opportunities … brilliantly 
disguised as insoluable problems” 

                                                                                 Brian Joffe                                                                                                                                                        
 

“What separates the winners from the losers is HOW a person 
reacts to each new twist of fate” 

                                                                                Donald Trump                                                                                                              
 

“When man has to put a limit on what he WILL do … he must 
also put a limit on what he CAN do” 

                                                                           Earl Nightingale                                                                                                                                                                      

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za

