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LATEST  SANS  STANDARD  -  SANS 1545-1:2014   

 SOUTH  AFRICAN  BUREAU 
of STANDARDS 

 

SABS is a South African statutory 
body that was established in terms of 
the Standards Act, 1945 (Act No. 24 
of 1945) and continues to operate in 
terms of the latest edition of the Stan-
dards Act, 2008 (Act No. 29 of 2008) 
as our national institution for the pro-
m o t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e 
of standardisation and quality in 
connection with commodities and the 
rendering of services … such as lift 
and escalator installation and ser-
vice. As the national standardization 
authority, the SABS is responsible for 
maintaining South Africa's database of 
more than 6,500 national standards, as 
well as developing new standards and 
revising, amending or withdrawing 
existing standards as required. 

 

 

LIFE … Live it! 
 

“Be inspired with the belief that life is a great and noble calling; not a mean 
and groveling thing that we are to suffer through as best we can.  

Believe that life is an elevated and lofty destiny where we can regularly  
reflect on our blessings, of which every man has plenty , and not  

on our past misfortunes of which all men have some.” 
                                                                                             Charles Dickens     

by Willem du Toit 
 

Did you know … ? 
 

 That there is a new edition SANS 1545-1:2014 (Edition 3.4), which is 
in place since February 2014, which entails significant changes to the 
‘Annex B’ document. 

 That the SANAS Assessors and the technical assessor spend a consid-
erable period of time on going through your records to ensure that your 
inspection body uses the latest available SANS Standards and documents.  
 

SANAS Assessors check whether the following information appears on 
your certificates: 
□      The correct edition of SANS, 
□ The correct certificate for the type of installation, 
□ The name and address of your inspection body, 
□ A unique number for the certificate – the inspection piece (lift or 

esc.) must also be identified, 
□ The inspection date, but also an issue date. That is the date on 

which the certificate was issued, 
□ The signature of the RLI, but also the signature of the Technical 

Manager (technical signatory). 
  

Although some of the above do not appear on the SANS normative tem-
plate, they are still SANAS requirements. Failing to have this in place will 
result in findings, which leads to corrective and preventative measures, 
which in turn delays your accreditation. 
 

Yes, it is also true that the SABS technical committee, have already ap-

proved Edition 3.5 which is to be released in the near future, because 

there are far reaching changes which DOL requires on be shown on the 

Annex B certificates in future. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standardisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quality_(business)
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We are all aware that the discarding of suspension ropes on 
lifts is done according to a table which was issued by the De-
partment of Labour (DOL) on 9 Dec-ember 1977, at that time it 
was still the Department of Labour. The factors taken into 
account for the discarding of ropes are: 
 

 The wear of the outer layer wires on any strand 

 The number of broken wires in the outer layer wires of any 
strand 

 The clusters (adjacent) of broken wires per strand 

 The presence of rust – all red powder is not rust 

 The reduction in rope diameter or extension of a lay – this 
indicates the collapse of the fibre core of the relevant rope. 

 

It is an OHS Act requirement that suspension ropes shall be 
inspected at intervals not exceeding 6 months. The find-
ings of these inspections shall be recorded in the site register 
which shall be kept for 10 years. Although the inspection of 
governor and/or compensating ropes is not laid down by 
Regulation, it is commonly accepted that the lift service provid-
ers will carry out these inspections at the same time as the main 
suspension ropes. 
 

When rust is present on the ropes, then the broken wires and 
clusters allowed in the above mentioned tables are reduced 
with 50%. 
 

Rust can sometimes cause great concern, but in dry buildings it 
should not be much of a concern. The rust, in most cases, is 
concentrated in small areas on the ropes and it can be caused 
by one of three factors: 
 

 It can be caused by water – which we most often blame, 
but then the rust will be all over and not in specific areas 

 It can be caused by the use of certain chemicals in a build-
ing where the fumes permeate up the lift shaft, and through the 
rope holes in the machinery room floor where it is concen-
trated on the ropes 

 It can also be the condensation of moist air during night 
time when the lift is parked on a certain floor for the duration 
of the night or over weekends. Moist air is forced onto the 
ropes also at the rope holes. 
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  FROM  WILLEM  du  TOIT’S  DESK  -  JUNE  2014   

‘RUSTY  ROPES  -  ALL KINDS  of   ROPES 

There is the school of people who say you cannot lubricate 
governor ropes, but this is not completely true. Any steel 
rope will be lubricated during manufacturing so that when 
this new steel rope is installed, it is already lubricated. Lubri-
cation is important to accommodate the movement between 
strands and between wires in a strand during bending around 
a pulley or sheave (elastic and compressive forces).  
 

Look at the two photos below, they were taken of the ropes 
in almost the exact same position on the drive sheave. On 
the left hand photo the ropes look bad due to the red surface 
rust, while on the right hand photo I wiped the rust off one 
rope with a piece of cloth  -  not even using a brush … 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rust is in many cases on the crowns of the strands and 
does not come from the inside of the ropes. If rust however 
do come from the inside of the rope, then the ropes must be 
discarded, because internal or valley breaks may be present 
which is not possible to detect. 
 

Lubrication should not be applied over the rust at all. 
The ropes should be cleaned with a nylon bristle brush and 
after the rust is removed, only then is the fresh lubrication 
applied.  
 

To find ropes in such a condition is not excusable, be-
cause it displays gross negligence of rope maintenance. 

NEXT  TUT  LIFT INSPECTORS REGULATIONS’ COURSE   

 

As seen opposite, the courses for 2014 are set for June & November  

 

Please contact Antoinette Marneweck well in advance to get your contact details on the pro forma lists.  Remember that with insuffi-

cient students per course, that particular course will be cancelled, so contact her EARLY and directly at … 
 

For our coastal colleagues who require accommodation …  

Accommodation is available on site  -  contact kosmos@tut.ac.za  or (012) 341-0890 for cost and booking.   

Off-site accommodation (walking distance)  - Figa Lapa Guesthouse at info@figalapa.co.za   (012) 335-4230. 
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Faculty of Engineering and the Built Environment  
Department of Mechanical Engineering 

 

 

 

 

 

A “Short Learning Program (SLP): Lift Inspectors – 

Preparation for Registration with ECSA” is presented by 

the Department of Mechanical Engineering at Tshwane Uni-

versity of Technology 

 

PURPOSE OF THE SHORT LEARNING PRO-
GRAMME 

 

The purpose with this SLP is to enable participants to de-
velop an understanding of foundational knowledge of legisla-
tive and regulatory requirements for lift inspections and as-
sist candidates to meet the knowledge criteria required by 
the Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA) to register 
as a Registered Lift Inspector (RLI). 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
To ensure that lifts, escalators and passenger conveyors are 
maintained and safe for use, Registered Lift Inspectors 
(RLIs) are required to inspect such equipment regularly ac-
cording to the OHS Act and regulations. ECSA implemented 
requirements for registration of such inspectors and ap-
proached TUT to design a SLP to address the theoretical 
knowledge requirements for registration and training of Lift 
Inspectors. 
 

This SLP is recognised by ECSA who will oversee the regis-
tration of Lift Inspectors as per agreement in a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the Engineering Council of South Af-
rica Lift Inspectors Registration Committee (LIRC). 
 

Upon successfully completing the course, the candidate will 

be able to implement, apply and maintain safety rules and 

regulations according to the Occupational Health and Safety 

Act (OHS Act) as well as the minimum standards set by the 

South African National Standards (SANS) and as prescribed 

by the Department of Labour (DoL). 
 

COURSE INFORMATION: 
 

Venue: Tshwane University of Technology Pretoria West 
Campus (Building 2, Room 355) 
State Artillery Road, Pretoria West 
 

Dates: 23 – 27 June 2014  -  Examination will be on 26 

July 2014 

AND/OR 
 

10 – 14 November 2014  -  Examination will be on 

29 November 2014 
 

Time: 08:30 – 16:00 
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS: 
 

This SLP is based on the assumption that participants have 
a prior qualification of at least NQF level 4 and is usually 
employed in the business of maintenance of passenger lifts, 
passenger conveyers and/or escalators.   
 

EXAMINATION:   
 

A Tshwane University of Technology certificate will be issued 

to successful candidates obtaining a 50% pass.  The exam 

date is fixed and no extra exam will take place outside the 

scheduled date or venue. 
 

PAYMENT OF FEES:   
 

The course fee is R8,500.00 per candidate. Study materials 

and lunches will be provided. Accommodation and travelling 

are for your own account as well as all arrangements thereof. 
 

Courses must be PAID IN FULL BEFORE date of com-
mencement. NO cash will be accepted at registration on date 
of commencement. TUT reserves the right to refuse admis-
sion if proof of payment cannot be supplied. Proof of pay-
ment must be forwarded to TUT 14 days prior to date of 
commencement. 

 

CANCELLATIONS: 
  

TUT reserves the right to cancel or postpone a course. Appli-
cants will be fully refunded. Cancellations are accepted, in 
writing and without penalty, up to 14 days before commence-
ment date. Any cancellations received after less than 14 
days before commencement date will be liable for the full 
payment of the course. Non-Arrivals will be liable for full pay-
ment of course however, substitutes will be accepted.  
 

BANK DETAILS:  
   

Payee Name: TSHWANE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY  

Bank Name:     ABSA  

Branch:      Quagga Shopping Centre 

Account Number:   004 000 000 3 

Account Type:  Cheque 

Branch Code:     32 32 45 

Swift Address:     ABSAZAJJCPT 

Reference NB:     D045 / 0440  (+ Surname & Initials) 

 
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION:  

 

Antoinette Marneweck         Hendrik van Zyl 

Tel:  +27 12   382-5164      Tel: +27 12  382-5170  

Fax:  +27 12   382-5602       Fax: +27 12  382-5602 

E-mail: MarneweckA@tut.ac.za     
E-mail:  vanzylhg@tut.ac.za  

 
COURSE PRESENTER: 

    

Mr. Willem du Toit            E-mail: du_toit@mweb.co.za

  

REVISED  INSPECTORS  COURSES  2014 

mailto:MarneweckA@tut.ac.za
mailto:vanzylhg@tut.ac.za
mailto:toit@mweb.co.za
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Late Hermann Pleisch 
 

We regret to advise the passing of Hermann Pleisch, formerly 
of Schindler South Africa, But one of the stalwarts that was 
promoted into central Africa where he served the Lift Indus-
try until his recent retirement. 
 

As Esteemed LIASA colleague Bruno Isler states in his vale-
dictory address … 
 

“Dear Colleagues, 
 

We just have been notified; that our esteem colleague and 

friend Hermann Pleisch; has after a long illness passed 

away in the early morning hours last Wednesday  21st May 

214. 
 

Another Schindler stalwart Elevator & Escalator Ambassa-

dor, well known throughout the  Southern Africa Countries 

since 1971, by his impeccable professional conduct, team 

leadership, installation good engineering practices ... ap-

plied to perfection in accordance to the local regulatory and 

international standard requirements, contributed towards 

safe, reliable peoples’ transportation, highly respected by 

his customers for their satisfaction. Herman left many 

“Landmark Projects” in to name but a few countries ; 

South Africa, Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, 

Malawi and Switzerland. His professional expertise will be 
missed by many of his colleagues.” 
 

LIASA are likewise sad to note the passing of the life-time 
partner of our PE Regional LIASA Chairman, Graham 
Mould. His wife Cecilia passed away after an extended battle 
against the relentless cancer. Graham old friend, the thoughts 
and prayers of all your LIASA colleagues are with you.  
 

  LIASA  NEWS  
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We are equally sad to note the passing of Sue Lombard 
(Kleinhans), daughter, sister, cousin and mother to the 
Kleinhans family. Sue spent a life-time of direct contact with 
the Lift Industry, born and married into the Lift Fraternity, 
she made many an own unselfish contribution to the Edu-
com. Sue likewise lost her battle against cancer. 
 

The passing of all three above stalwarts will be sorely 
missed, but their contributions to our Industry will be re-
membered and lauded with a LIASA praise of thanks.   
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

SYDNEY  -  AUSTRALIA 
SABS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Photos by Bruno Isler 
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 E-Mail by Bruno Isler from Australia ... 
  

Dear respected LIASA colleagues, 
 

Greetings from a most impressive site venue at Standards 
Australia and Town Sydney, partaking in an successful 
ISOTC178 meeting respective Working groups 4 & 6 , 
proudly representing the SABS TC1082. 
 

For your information, we were just advised the latest pro-
gress covering the newly developed Standards EN81-20 and 
EN81-50, which were developed in collaboration with all 
other major role players such as (WG’s-CEN/North Amer-
ica/PALEA/China/Korea) under the ISOTC178 “banner” 
- agreement, in view to replace the current EN81-1 and 
En81-2 (Traction & Hydraulic Lifts). 
 

The EN81-20 and En81-50 Standards, have been approved 
two days ago (2nd May 2014), by the CEN (32 member 
countries) without any objections! 
 

All respective editorial comments / changes are in process 
of finalization, publication target date is 23th July 2014, 
with the adoption target throughout the European member 
countries of three years. 
 

Short summary of; 
 

This means, that ultimately they (EN81-20 and EN81-50) 

possibly would also have to replace in South Africa the 

current local lift standards EN81-1/2 (SANS 50081-1/2) 

which are published and adopted standards in the Occu-

pational Health and Safety Act. (LER). 
 

Thus ensuring making continuous allowances, with re-

gard to ongoing technical design developments / needs, 

innovative and entrepreneurial product changes, im-

proved safety features and performance reliability en-

hancement uniformity. 
 

We were invited to attend this coming Friday 2nd May 

2014 to attend the Standards Australia Workshop 

(AS1735 REVISION to EN81 STANDARDS) (see at-

tached pdf. invite) which I respectfully propose to the 

SABS, possibly consider and incorporate for the next 

ISOTC178 WG’s & Plenary meeting, as a parallel work-
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SABS, possibly consider and incorporate for the next 

ISOTC178 WG’s & Plenary meeting, as a parallel work-

shop!?! 
 

Will keep you informed accordingly. 

Kind regards, 

Bruno Isler 

Chairperson SABS TC1082 (Lifts, Escalators and 
Moving Walks) 
Tel. +27116821608 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SABS  INTERNATIONAL  STANDARDS  -  AUSTRALIA 

REMAINING  ECSA  LIRC  &  LIASA  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS  2014 
 

ECSA LIRC  -  Monday 9th June @ 09:00 

 LIASA General Meeting  -  Tuesday 10th June @ 09:00 

ECSA LIRC  -  No meeting scheduled 

 LIASA General meeting  -  Wednesday 6th  August @ 09:00 

ECSA LIRC  -  Tuesday 7th  October @ 09:00 

 LIASA AGM Meeting  -  Wednesday 8th October @ 09:00 
 

LIRC meetings to be held in the ECSA board rooms, of which advice will be found at ECSA reception on the morning of the 
meeting.   Unless otherwise advised, all LIASA meetings will be held at Jeppe Quondam Conference Centre in Bedfordview. 
                                                                               Please phone Bonnie if unsure. 

 

LIASA  CONTACT  DETAILS  -  Office: (011) 869-4975  -  Telefax: (011) 869-2122 



 

Recognised Voluntary Association in terms of Section 36(1) of the Engineering Professions Act .  
Educom fulfills a requirement for Continued Professional Development as specified in the Act No.46 of 2000 

by Willem du Toit : June 2014 
 

How NOT to fix it! 
 

If time and space allows it, I would like to share with my 
fellow Registered Lift Inspectors some methods of how 
NOT to fix things. Sometimes I am amazed and some-
times even astounded by the way persons fix things, appar-
ently ... “to the best of their abilities”. 
 

In a fairly new shopping centre I came across this stupen-
dous mounting of building balustrades on top of the trap 
doors of the two escalators. Obviously the technician can-
not open the trapdoor any more to carry out his monthly 
OHSAct regulated maintenance. 
 

How did this get past the RLI who initially put the escala-
tors in use? Or was the Annex B done before the balus-
trades were installed? Or what was the reason? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you look through the glass on the top photo, you will 
notice the furniture on the floor below. If the technician 
somehow managed to break this balustrade, it could fall on 
and injure persons below. WHAT NOW? 
 

(Wat is die verskil tussen dom en onosel?  Redakteur) 
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FROM  WILLEM du  TOIT’S  DESK ... 

Sorry, promised article did not arrive in time as promised! 
 

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

INITIATING  CHANGE … 
 

Without change there can be no innovation, or incen-
tive for improvement. Those who therefore initiate 

change will have a better opportunity to manage the 
change that is inevitable!  

 

William Pollard 

? 
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Sorry, promised article did not arrive in time as promised! 
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We are on the Web  -  go to … 
 www.iliasa.org.za 

The web is maintained by LIASA Chairman Sanjeev Singh for 
the members’ benefit 

 

EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 

LIASA’s contact logistics where you speak to the Editor Dr 

Theo Kleinhans or National Executive Secretary Bonnie Peden 

is: 

 

Office: (011) 613-7552 

Telefax: (011) 613-4248 

E-mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za 

                             PO Box 899,  Southdale,  2135 

PO Box 38708, Booysens, 2016 

 

Please forward us your newsworthy articles and photos for dis-

sémination to all our colleagues around the RSA. 
 

Articles contributed to Educom are evaluated by ECSA as CPD, 
assisting you to achieve your minimum 5 points per year, avera-
ged out over 5-year rolling periods. Remember that … 
 

« Ignorance of FACT is no excuse  
for any stated non-compliance » 

 

« Liberty means responsibility  -   

That is why most men dread it » 
 

                                                              George Bernard Shaw 

 
 

 

? 

LIASA in 1995, to qualify for ECSA (Engineering Council) recognition as a 

‘Voluntary Association’ (VA  -  Article 21 Association), formal Articles of 

Association were required, along with a formalized membership structure. These 

were drawn up by founder members Dr Theo Kleinhans and Steve le Roux. Steve 

was elected as Chairman of the National Executive Committee in Gauteng, with 

Theo as Executive Secretary-Treasurer; Mike Russell as Regional Chairman 

Western Cape and Graham Mould as Regional Chairman Eastern Cape. Na-

tal and the Free State were vacant at that time.  The current LIASA member-

ship stands at 172 paid-up members,   thanks to the sterling work of Secretary 

Bonnie Peden. 
 

To better serve its members, LIASA has registered several training courses with 

ECSA, since these require prior ECSA recognition in order to count for the 

regular CPD training requirements. A further major determinant was the LI-

ASA National Conference held in September 2012 at the ShaMani conference 

centre in Alberton.  
 

LIASA membership cards were issued to all present who had paid their subs. 

This would normally have been done in April 2013, when all subscriptions 

become due with ECSA and LIASA, inclusive of the relevant CPD advice 

forms. Remember that proof has to be retained in case you are called on to present 

them to ECSA. Membership of LIASA ensures an ECSA subscription rebate 

more than  equal to the LIASA subscription, being a motivator to engender or 

retain LIASA membership. 

 

EDUCOM’S  FUTURE 
 

Dear readers, without you input the Educom will 
 

not survive … it’s up to you to keep it going by  
 

sending us your articles and photos!  
 

 
                                                                                       Editor    

 

 

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za

