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In compliance with the new Engineering Profession Act (No. 46 of 2000) requirements, ILIASA endeavours to assist our 
members in every way possible to keep up on technological developments that impact on their registration.  ILIASA 
emphatically supports ECSA in her search for professional service excellence and the continued professional 
development’ of her ECSA registered members. EDUCOM is the minimum communication requirement for Registered 
Lift Inspectors to keep abreast of these ECSA happenings. 

 ___________________________________________________
 

LIFTS FALLING  -  FACT OR FANTACY 
RECENT CASE STUDIES 

 
Several ILIASA colleagues have recently been involved in 
litigation cases where lift passengers have ostensibly been 
injured whilst trapped in a ‘falling lift’. We place the 
technical findings on record here so as to enlighten RLI’s to 
the parameters of research pertaining to the cases and the 
impact that these cases have on lift safety in general. 
 
Surprisingly, in most cases there were no other witnesses in 
the lift car at the time of the alleged incident, to corroborate 
their claim.  A second fact that exacerbates these cases is that 
all the claimants appear to be female and at the age where 
osteoporosis has become a fact of life to them.  In every case 
they claim to now be unable to continue working 
unencumbered, requiring some sort of compensation.   
 
A surprising outcome thus far is that the injuries appear to 
have been caused by the physical stance of the women at the 
time that the lift came to an abrupt stop.  Unlike men (who in 
general stand equally weighted on both feet spaced some 
200mm apart), females tend to drop their one hip as though 
holding an imaginary baby there.  They also tend to bend one 
ankle to the inside, probably because of the high heels of their 
shoes causing some discomfort.  In the majority of cases she 
then claims to have dislocated her ankle and hip, and injured 
her back when she was thrown to the car floor.  Now comes 
the half million litigation suite. 
 
In each case they have been astounded when faced with the 
evidence that … 
(i) lifts are designed to fall up and not down, for the 

very reason of ameliorating injury in run-away lift 
accidents.  The 50% over-weighted counterweight 
causes the lift car with only one passenger to travel 
up rather than down.  So she would have been 
thrown up rather than down. 

(ii) if the lift had run away in the down direction as 
claimed, then the over-speed governor would have 
activated electrically at around 115% of over-speed, 
bringing the car to a safe, albeit abrupt stop, with the 
electrical safety circuit breached.  It is more her 
body stance than the abruptness of the stop that 
caused her to fall to the car floor 

 

__________________________________________________  
 

ECSA-ILIASA  WEBSITE  FOR  RLI’SECSA-ILIASA WEBSITE FOR RLI’S  
 
ILIASA is preparing a communication to ECSA on a project to 
set up a new Network Information Website (NIW) in 2004 for 
both registered and aspirant lift inspectors, as part of the 
Continued Professional Development (CPD) registration 
requirements of the Engineering Professions Act.  The idea is 
to install and maintain a basis of lift technological information.  
The focus is to host a fully indexed set of lift regulatory and 
scholastic materials that can be searched for by keyword, topic 
or SABS 1543/45 and OHSAct Lift Inspector registration 
curricula.  This website will be supported by a Discussion 
Forum made up of recognized RLI Gurus, who will answer 
queries, share ideas and comment as a standard ECSA feature 
on proposed legislation amendments that affect lift inspectors. 
 
If you have any suggestions on how to install and maintain this 
NIW, please communicate directly with the Educom Editor by 
either fax or E-mail    
  

--- o --- o --- 
 
 

ILASA MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
  
You should all be now have received your membership cards.  
The card was issued free to all paid-up members of ILIASA. If 
you have not received yours, please contact Roseline ASAP. 
We trust that you have flashed it around to peer RLI’s who are 
not paid-up members, and explained the benefit of membership 
to them. Get them to join NOW! 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 
 

ABREVIATIONS OR ACRONYMS FOR REGISTERED 
LIFT INSPECTORS NOW APPROVED 

 
- Professional Engineer     Pr Eng 
- Professional Technologists     Pr Tech Eng 
- Professional Certificated Engineers     Pr Cert Eng 
- Professional Technician     Pr Techni Eng 

(Please note that there are no dots) 
- Registered Technician     Reg. Tech. (Eng) 
- Registered Lift Inspector     Reg. Lift. Insp. 
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ILIASA EXCO & GENERAL MEETING DATES 2003 
 
Please note the dates in your diaries for the balance of ILIASA 
meetings this year. The venues for these meetings are advised 
timeously and follow the ECSA LIRC meetings held on the 
preceding Tuesdays.   
 

- Friday 17th October @ 09h00 (LIRC 7th)  -  ECSA 
- Friday 14th Nov. - Annual Luncheon @ noon for 12:30 

at Jeppe Quandum Sports Club.  Bookings to be placed 
with Roseline ASAP, and certainly by noon on Friday 7th 
when bookings have to be finalized.  Guests are 
welcome.  Please check your e-mail for details. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 
 

PROPOSED 2004 ILIASA CONFERENCE
 
Our call on all RLI’s for feed-back of company names and 
sponsors willing to assist us with contributions and speakers 
next year has so far come to naught.  It would appear that our 
members in the country read these Educom notes but displace 
any feeling towards positive action out of their mind.  We 
require a national input from every quarter if the proposed 
conference is to be a success. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

 •  

                                 ILIASA MASTER PLAN 
 
We have previously mentioned initiatives that require 
ILIASA’s attention over the next year or three.  Perhaps even 
more importantly, is the requirement for an ILIASA MASTER 
PLAN for the next five years.  This ILIASA plan must be a 
holistic integrated plan which addresses inter alia Lift Inspector 
recruitment, training, registration, ongoing professional 
development, communication, seminars, annual conferences, 
BEE projects, etc. 
 
It will be most enlightening and interesting to know the 
statistics of the following … 

• Inspection requirement of real quantum number 
of lifts and escalators registered in the RSA 

• Number of active inspectors actually attending to 
the OHSAct regulatory inspections 

• The fees or costs for these inspections 
• The number of lifts and escalators currently 

running but not having valid certificates of 
compliance 

• The number of lifts and escalators currently 
registered but switched off because of not being 
used (not under preservation service) 

• The corrective action taken by DoL against the 
perpetrators who do not have these lifts inspected 
according to the Act 

• Etc, etc 
• Please advise us by e-mail of the critical 

imperatives that you are aware of.  We need to 
see the whole picture.  With your help we will.  

 
--- o --- o --- 

 
(iii) if the governor electrical over-speed system failed, 

then its mechanical safety would have tripped at 
around 130%, bringing the car to an even abrupter 
mechanical stop, albeit safely.  Again she will have 
been ‘thrown’ to the floor if not standing correctly.   

 
In any of the above cases, Legal Council is advised that the 
lift did exactly what it was designed to do in the first place.  It 
was proved in most of the cases beyond the balance of 
probability that she could not have been injured to the level 
claimed by the lift falling.  People watch too many movies 
and see too many over-emphasised happenings such as sparks 
flying off the falling lift’s guide shoes.  In our last case the 
lady really slipped up.  She claimed the same falling lift 
scenario  -  only one problem; she chose a hydraulic drive! 
 
The above discussion has been generalised to give an 
educative overview rather than deal with case specifics.  It is 
obvious that injuries can become more severe when we 
transcend to the higher order drives at 5,0m/s, compared to 
say 1,5m/s average.                                                       (Editor) 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

 
ILIASA DOYEN RECOGNITION

 
Time is getting very short now for submitting your proposal 
as previously requested by the Editor, for nomination of a 
specific individual for formal recognition by ILIASA in the 
lift industry.  By your own silent admission you have proved 
to us once again how difficult it is to say thank you without it 
costing you a cent for a person who has given unselfishly of 
his time and effort to make your vocation more acceptable. 

 
--- o --- o --- 

 
EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 
We invite any reader of EDUCOM to contact the Editor with 
any question that they may have, reply to any external edition 
or any newsworthy item that can enrich our CPD. This is your 
association’s educational newsletter. Every RLI peer 
colleague wants to hear what is happening to his colleagues in 
the other centers, which can only be achieved if you advise us 
accordingly. 

--- o --- o --- 
 

ILIASA CONTACT  NUMBERS 
 
ILIASA now has the following dedicated contact logistics, 
operative with immediate effect. Speak to Roseline at … 
  

PO Box 82899, Southdale, 2135 
E-Mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za

Office: (011) 680-0878 
Telefax: (011) 680-0889 

 
The Editor has taken all steps possible to ensure that the above 
information is totally accurate.  We cannot however be held 
responsible for any act or omission arising out of The EDUCOM as 
regards incomplete or incorrect information. 

The Editor 

mailto:iliasa@abcxyz.co.za
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