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In compliance with the new Engineering Profession Act (No. 46 of 2000) requirements, the ILIASA Executive Committee have seen fit to 
assist our members in every way possible, to comply with registration requirements in as much as proof of upkeep on technological 
developments that impact on our registration is concerned.  We most earnestly support ECSA in her search for professional excellence, 
specifically in that ECSA sees a prime objective as motivating our members ‘in their pursuit of continued professional development’.        
This EDUCOM education newsletter is a minimum requirement for our association to keep you up to date on ECSA happenings. 

__________________________________________________  _______________________________________________________ 
 

CONTINUED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (CPD) 
 
CPD can best be defined as … “the systematic maintenance, 
improvement and broadening of knowledge and skills, and the 
development of personal qualities necessary for the execution of 
technical and professional duties throughout the Technician’s 
career”. 
 
This principle of CPD is spelt out in the Engineering Professions’ Act 
No. 46 of 2000. At the time of original registration, each candidate is 
assessed for registration as having the requisite competence to enable 
them to practice safely and effectively in their discipline of 
engineering once registered.  
 
To then acquire and retain the higher level of professional 
registration, you are obliged under the Act to undertake CPD. The 
nature, range and extent of what is required will depend on the cadre 
of registration. Simplistically, you are required to take all reasonable 
steps to maintain and develop your competence and knowledge in 
line with the technological developments in your sphere of operations 
for which you have been registered to practice.    
 
ECSA believe that any combination of the following constitute CPD:  

- Attending courses, seminars, congresses and technical 
meetings organized by Engineering Institutes, universities or 
other professional bodies 

- Actively participate in these conferences by serving on the 
works committees and/or giving a presentation therein 

- Actively participate by serving on the technical or professional 
committees and work groups such as ECSA, SABS and 
ILIASA (at regional or national level) 

- Undertaking structured self study (using textbooks) and 
projects for your employer that bring in new concepts and 
modes of operations 

- Studying technical literature and journals, magazines, releases 
like EDUCOM  

- Studying through correspondence or part-time graduate and 
post-graduate courses to improve your technical knowledge 
and ability 

- Successfully attending in-house technical courses, where proof 
of attendance is supplied, preferably by having met a certain 
test criteria. 

Our ECSA CEO Mr. Paul Roux is most emphatic that ECSA would 
rather assist you to take responsibility for your own CPD requirement 
than that ECSA polices you as a professional person. 
 

--- o --- o --- 

 
ROLL  OF  ECSA  REGISTERED  LIFT  INSPECTORSROLL OF ECSA REGISTERED LIFT INSPECTORS  

 
You must by now have received advice of your new Lift 
Inspector Registration number, which replaces the former 
Specified Scope listing number. We under-stand from ECSA 
LIRC Secretary Chris Matlala, that replacement certificates 
will be issued in due course.  Please note that the old SSL 
Technician Registration certificate remains a valid ECSA 
registration until such time as it is replaced by a new 
certificate. As at the CRC May meeting, the ECSA RLI roll 
now stands at 160 paid-up members. 
  

--- o --- o --- 
 

LOWER ECSA ANNUAL FEES … 
 

You will by now have received your April ECSA annual fees 
invoice. We had many phone calls as regards the two-tier fee 
structure for RLI’s. If you are not a member of the Chamber 
of Technology and/or ILIASA, you have to pay the R1200 
annual subscription.  If you however produce proof of 
membership of these associations recognized by ECSA, the 
fee drops to R700.  
 
It is therefore in your own interests to phone Sue or Roseline 
at (011) 680-0878 to pay your ILIASA fees in order to receive 
the requisite receipt as proof of membership. The annual fees 
were increased for the new financial year to R160. If you have 
not yet joined ILIASA, the joining fee is R100. Surely a 
bargain, not forgetting the Act’s CPD requirements.   
 

--- o --- o --- 
 
ABREVIATIONS OR ACRONYMS FOR REGISTERED 

LIFT INSPECTORS NOW APPROVED 
 
The originally approved acronyms have been altered slightly 
and approved for gazettal. The registration categories are … 
 

- Professional Engineer     Pr Eng 
- Professional Technologists     Pr Tech Eng 
- Professional Certificated Engineers     Pr Cert Eng 
- Registered Technician     Reg Tech (Eng) 
- Registered Lift Inspector     Reg. Lift Insp. 
- Professional Technician     Pr Techni Eng 
 

--- o --- o --- 
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CENTRAL REGISTRATION COMMITTEE OF ECSA 
 
ILIASA are regularly asked who this Committee is and what 
do they do, when there are already divisional registration 
committees attending to the requirements for that particular 
cadre. In our sphere of operations, this applies to the 
registration of Technicians and Lift Inspectors. 
 
The Central Registration Committee (CRC) consists of the 
Chair and Deputy Chair Persons of the five different 
registration categories, who meet regularly to validate the 
proposed registrations or refusals put forward by the five 
registration committees, as also regulate the requirements of 
all five the ECSA categories of registration. 
 
The CRC further focuses on Continued Professional 
Development (CPD) as required by the Professions Act of 
2000. The CRC looks at what is as accepted as CPD in the 
first place, and how it should be monitored by ECSA. Bear in 
mind that the CRC cannot operate in a vacuum, having to take 
cognizance of the associated Learned Societies. To this end a 
policy statement was issued. This involves the accreditation of 
courses given by the Learned Societies and the administration 
thereof. It is important that the whole CPD be properly 
managed in as much as the CPD is linked to the legal 
requirements of Sect. 13 of the Engineering Professions Act.  
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

ECSA’s CONTINUED PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 

 
(i).     CPD MISSION STATEMENT 
 
“To ensure through a co-operative process of quality 
assurance, that persons wishing to enter the engineering 
profession are educated and trained according to widely 
accepted standards, so as to be able to render a 
professional service for the benefit of the public and the 
country as a whole”. 
 
(ii).     CPD OBJECTIVE 
 
The prime focus of the CPD SYSTEM is … “to support 
professionals in their pursuit of continued professional 
development.”        
 
(iii).   CPD ADMINISTRATION BY ECSA 
 
ECSA has to administer the CPD System in terms of her 
obligation under the Act, whilst the responsibility to provide  
 
CPD activities according to certain specific criteria and 
guidelines, is outsourced to the various recognized 
engineering societies and associations like ILIASA.  
 
It is therefore vital that ILIASA get her act pre-emptively in 
order, with the view to now already prescribe the minimum 
requirements to meet ECSA’s expectations for registration 
maintenance. A national representative ILIASA Committee 
will probably be required to draw up the requisite logistics. 

 
 
 

ILIASA ID CARD
 
We regret to advise that there is as yet still no reply from ECSA 
regarding the use of the ECSA logo on our proposed ID cards. The 
ramifications of copyright apparently still have to be cleared by their 
legal gurus. We were kindly requested not to continue with this 
project without ECSA’s explicit permission if we intend issuing a 
proof of ‘ECSA registration’ document. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

ENGINEERING PROFESSIONS ACT  (No.46 of 2000) 
 
Manifold discussions have evolved lately around the general and 
professional registration of certain persons on the one hand and 
refusals of others on the other hand. For the sake of clarity, we bring 
the following to your attention … 
 
ECSA in her endeavour to simplify registration requirements to the 
Technician layman (we are after all aspirant engineers rather than 
attorneys), released a Policy Statement R2-1C for Technicians and 
R2-1F for Lift Inspectors, focusing on the acceptable work for 
registration as Technician, Professional Technician and Lift Inspector 
respectively. The Act requires that every aspirant candidate seeking 
registration must first satisfy The Engineering Council that … 
 

(a) they have demonstrated their competence as measured 
against standards determined by the Council for the 
relevant category of registration 

(b) they have passed the requisite additional examinations 
that may be determined by Council 

 
The purpose of the ECSA Policy Statement is therefore to describe 
the experience and practical training which will satisfy the Council’s 
requirements. Each and every application is therefore viewed with 
the same serious thought, investigation, consideration and final 
decision. For this reason, it is vitally important that full and 
comprehensive curriculum vitae are supplied, copiously motivated by 
certificates and testimonials of practical training and technical 
education. Whether registration or refusal is proposed by the Cadre 
Committee, they have given the application their best unbiased 
consideration. The person is entitled to appeal if refused. 
 
To ensure total compliance as far as practical, the Cadre’s proposals 
for both registration and refusal are then submitted to the CRC for 
final validation. ECSA cannot in all honesty do more than that. As a 
matter of interest, the latest statistics on registered persons with 
ECSA stands at 24734, quite some membership to administer. 

--- o --- o --- 
 

ACREDITATION OF CPD SERVICE PROVIDERS
 
It may interest you to know that Government Gazette No. 24042 of 
15.11.2002 published the criteria and guidelines for ‘Short Courses’ 
and ‘Skills Programs’ proposed by SAQA, who define the credit 
values of these programs. In essence, this document provides for 
accredited service providers to charge fees for their courses, which 
can be offset against payment to the Training Skills Development 
Levies Act. ECSA is more concerned with the section where 
Providers offer short learning programs which are linked to the 
professional registration of individuals. 
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(iv).    CPD SUBMISSION TO ECSA 
 
You may be surprised to hear that once the proposed CPD 
system is formalized and brought into practice, you will be 
expected to submit documentation in a prescribed way to 
ECSA annually, not later than say 30 days after the annual 
cycle. The number of points accumulated in respect of each 
category of CPD during the annual cycle will then be 
electronically recorded by ECSA administration. Registered 
practitioners will at any time thereafter be able to view their 
status on ECSA’s proposed dedicated website, something like  
https://www.ecsa. co.za:444/restricted.

 
Regarding the newly proposed ‘CPD’ … We will keep you 

posted on progress made in this regard 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 
ILIASA EXCO & GENERAL MEETING DATES 2003 
 
Please note the dates in your diaries for the balance of ILIASA 
meetings this year. These meetings are held at the Melco’s 
Johannesburg Branch Offices in Marlborough and follow the 
ECSA LIRC meetings held on the preceding Tuesdays.   
 

- Friday 13th June @ 09h00 (LIRC Tuesday 10th)  
- Friday 22nd August @ 09h00 (LIRC Tuesday 19th)  
- Monday/Tuesday 22nd/23rd September – Conference? 
- Friday 17th October @ 09h00 (LIRC 7th) 
- Friday 14th Nov. - Annual Lunch. @ noon (LIRC 11th) 

 
Whilst you have your diary open, please note the proposed 
dates for the ILIASA Conference in Johannesburg.  Final 
details will be advised as soon as everything is finalized. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

NEW ILIASA CONTACT  NUMBERS for 2003 
 
ILIASA now has the following dedicated contact logistics, 
operative with immediate effect. Speak to Roseline or Sue: 
  

PO Box 82899, Southdale, 2135 
E-Mail: iliasa@zamail.co.za

Office: (011) 680-0878 
Telefax: (011) 680-0889 

 
--- o --- o --- 

 
 
 
 
The Editor has taken all steps possible to ensure that the above 
information is totally accurate.  We cannot however be held 
responsible for any act or omission arising out of The EDUCOM as 
regards incomplete or incorrect information. 
The Editor 

 
 

ECSA MUTUAL RECOGNITION QUEST 
 
ECSA has embarked on a project in her quest for service excellence 
to her South African registered members, to obtain mutual 
recognition by the parallel engineering societies and associations 
from other countries such as the UK and Europe. Many of our young 
professionals have in the past few years decided to seek employment 
in these countries. Having reciprocal recognition of our South 
African engineering qualifications is therefore in our best interests. 
 

--- o --- o --- 
 

ECSA REGISTRATION STATISTICS 
 
ILIASA is regularly asked the question on how our RLI specified 
scope registrations compare with the other registration cadres. 
Secondly, when will the additional scopes for Boiler Inspector, 
Telecommunications Inspector, Electrical Inspector and Non-
Destructive Testing Inspectors become available? According to 
ECSA Registration Manager Mr. Johan Pienaar, it is early days yet. 
The above are being discussed at this stage, with the Non-Destructive 
specified scope cadre probably being the first to emerge early next 
year. We will however, keep you posted on developments. 
 
As regards the ratio of RLI registrations, we are presently only some 
0,7% of the whole. In round figures, ECSA registrations are … 
 

- Professional Engineers                   14 650 
- Prof. Engineering Technologists      2 300 
- Prof. Certificated Engineers                775 
- Prof. Engineering Technicians            350 
- Candidates (all cadres)                     4 275 
- Dormant (in flux)                             1 850 
- Registered Lift Inspectors                   160 

 
So you can see that compared to the somewhat 24,425 ECSA 
registered members, RLI’s are in their infancy. In spite of the annual 
growth through new registrations, our RLI membership has remained 
more or less constant. This being due mainly to write-offs (not 
paying their subs) and resignations. 
 
You fought so hard for your ECSA registration to get the 
professional recognition that you deserve from your peers and the 
industry in which you earn a living, why loose it simply over a small 
annual subscription that is in most cases less than your annual 
club memberships.  

 
 --- o --- o --- 

 
EDUCOM COMMUNICATIONS 

 
We invite any reader of EDUCOM to contact the Editor with any 
question that they may have, reply to any external edition or any 
newsworthy item that can enrich our CPD. This is your association’s 
educational newsletter. Every RLI peer colleague wants to hear what 
is happening to his colleagues in the other centers, which can only be 
achieved if you advise us accordingly. 

 
 

--- o --- o --- 
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